KINGSWELLS PARISH
CHURCH

‘Thanksgiving’

AUTUMN NEWSLETTER
2015
(Scottish Charity Number SC006865)

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
19 September: Godly Play Discovery Day 10.00
am-4.00pm
20 September: Guild Dedication Sunday 11.00am
26 September: JAM and Youth Outing
(for more details contact Gillian Van Tebberan)
27 September: Harvest Thanksgiving Service
11.00am
2 October: Dorothy Taylor Presents....
4 October: Communion Sunday 11.00am
30 October: Stewardship Meal
8 November: Remembrance Sunday 10.50am
29 November: Ole Fashion Christmas Celebration
4 December: ‘Christmas Crackers’ Concert
7.30pm with Refreshments
12 December: Community Christmas Caroling at
the Community Centre 2.00-4.00pm
13 December: Lessons and Carols Service
11.00am
13 December: Seniors Christmas Tea
20 December: Nativity Service 11.00am
24 December: Family Christmas Eve Service
6.00pm
Watchnight Service with carol singing before
11:15pm
25 December: Christmas Day Service 10:30am
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FROM THE MANSE
Dear Friends,
Autumn is upon us - the season of mists and mellow fruitfulness. The
nights are drawing in and a cool breeze is in the air. Autumn also brings
about the return of old things and the beginning of new ones. The Guild
Dedication on the 20th September, Harvest Thanksgiving on Sunday the
27th September and a new group for little ones called Joyful Play.
Autumn is such a wonderful time of year. This Autumn, in particular, I
hope we all take time to be thankful. Harvest Sunday is just one Sunday a
year we set aside to be thankful for all we have. In the midst of today’s
climate, where the oil price is uncertain and people’s jobs are at risk,
where world conflicts are causing tens of thousands of people to flee in
the night for a hopeful future we really must pause and think of all that we
are grateful for.
But the truth is we need to do more than just be thankful. Our Christian
faith should compel us to give, to share our resources, to help the needy,
clothe the naked, love the unloved, welcome the stranger. As Harvest
Sunday and the return of our Stewardship campaign with a focus on
‘tithing’ reminds us, we can always do more. There are so many ways we
can do this; from giving canned goods, to donating to a local charity, to
sending homemade scarves to refugees, to re-evaluating our giving to the
church. From a place of thanksgiving, we must remember to give
thankfully, to give with big hearts.
Christian giving has a biblical and theological foundation. I want to
encourage you in the next few weeks to seriously consider your own
personal budget. Think about all that you have and all that you spend.
What proportion is given to charity (including the Church?) How does my
charitable giving relate to what I spend on myself? What would my Church
offering buy if I did not give it to God for the work of the Church? I know
this will be a challenge and possibly hit close to home for many. But in
truth, I hope this exercise helps us all to think about our many blessings
and how we are called to be a blessing to this world.
Grace and Peace,
Alisa

3

LOCAL CHURCH REVIEW QUESTIONNAIRE
Information on the Local Church Review was included in the last
newsletter, and we are now moving on with the preparation for this.
As part of the Local Church Review the views of our members need to be
reflected in our planning for the future.
Enclosed with this Newsletter you will find a questionnaire, and I do hope
you will take a few minutes to consider the questions and provide your
feedback, your opinions and ideas of how you see the church developing
in Kingswells. This will be of great assistance to the Kirk Session.
Completed questionnaires can be dropped off at the church, or returned
via your visitor. It would be helpful if the questionnaires could be returned
by the end of October.
Thank you for taking the time to be part of shaping the future of
Kingswells Church.

STEWARDSHIP MONTH
October is Stewardship month at Kingswells, and this year we return to
focus on MONEY.
Enclosed with the newsletter is a Church of Scotland leaflet which explains
where the money collected each Sunday goes and how it is spent.
At the end of October we are holding a Stewardship Evening, and your
invitation leaflet is enclosed with the magazine. As a strong financial
position is essential to ensure the future of the church and ministry in
Kingswells we very much hope you will make every effort to come along
on Friday 30th October. The evening will provide an opportunity to learn
about the current financial situation, projections for the future, and how
you can help to ensure our financial stability.

CONGRATULATIONS
In July several of our church families celebrated the graduations of their
daughters. All the girls attended Sunday School at Kingswells.
Congratulations to Lauren Cursiter, Claudine and Melissa Davidson and
Kerry Milne who all graduated with Honours from Robert Gordon
University in July.

4

PASTORAL CARE
In the last issue we celebrated the success of the Strawberry Tea and
afternoon Communion. It is an event that is much appreciated by those of
more ‘mature years’; a time to catch up with friends and to exchange upto-date news! Here are some more photographs of the event!

Please note that the Christmas event will take place on Sunday 13
December at 3.00pm: yet another opportunity to join us in fellowship and
celebrate Christmas. A visitor will be in contact with you regarding any
requirements for transport nearer the time.
As always we require additional visitors to keep in contact with our
members and nourish the well being of our Christian Family. Any help
with transport each Sunday and for our afternoon communion events will
be much appreciated.
Ian Gordon, Team Leader
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MONEY MATTERS
The financial report for the first eight months of the year makes less
welcome reading than that for the five-month period to the end of May.
Certainly our General Fund is still running on target to achieve the
budgeted surplus of £3,000 and perhaps exceed it. This is largely due to
our receiving a handsome “one off donation” early in June and one or two
surprisingly large deposits into the plate. However these are the exception
rather than the rule and the underlying trend in terms of congregational
income unfortunately continues downwards which is obviously a cause for
concern in the longer-term as we cannot rely on “one off” donations for
our financial survival.
As I have said many times before this is the one area of the budget over
which we, as a congregation, have most potential influence.
Most of the expenditure headings are largely outwith our control but
thankfully several of them are likely to be modestly underspent by the end
of the year.
As indicated in my last report further expenditure on the church building
has now seen the Fabric Fund, which is financed directly from the
surpluses generated by the General Fund, slip into a sizeable deficit for the
year to date and further potentially significant expenditures are
anticipated both this year and in future years.
The Picture Fund is also financed directly from the surpluses generated by
the General Fund and the broad remit of this fund is to aid church
outreach both locally and more widely. There is perhaps scope for
allowing us to use some of this fund to finance potential audio-visual
improvements in the church itself.
The Special Fund was boosted by the proceeds from a very successful fun
day and this together with the fact that a number of fund raising events
have still to take place before the end of the year gives cause for optimism
that this fund together with a potential transfer from the Picture Fund will
make a significant contribution to the cost of any audio visual
enhancements.
I hope this gives a clearer indication of the use of the various funds and
the need to ensure that the General Fund is always healthy and able to
provide funds for the Fabric and Picture Funds.
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Accompanying this newsletter is a leaflet about the upcoming stewardship
project on money.
At present the congregational income is too heavily dependent on the
generous giving of less than a quarter of the members on the membership
roll.
If every member of the congregation were to be prepared to commit to a
regular level of giving according to their means the finances of the church
would be transformed – is this too much to hope for?
Jim Henderson, Treasurer

THE GUILD
Our new Guild Session starts on Tuesday 22nd September,
7.30pm in the Church Hall, with our Service of Dedication being
held on the preceding Sunday - 20th September. We look
forward to welcoming members “old” and new and, indeed,
anyone who would like to come along for a visit just to see what
goes on. Our first meeting takes the form of a Fun Night and there just might
be a little more than a biscuit with your cuppa! Chris Maxwell will give us an
update on the new projects (see below) as we embark on our next three-year
cycle. Syllabuses are available from the Guild notice board in the hall - all
members should already have received one.
As usual men are welcome at all of our meetings but the speaker on October
27th has asked that we specifically invite our menfolk to hear about the
Shetland Bus - so please gentlemen put this date in your diaries. We would be
delighted to welcome you.
We will continue to have two lunchtime meetings in the winter months as
these seem to have been welcomed during last session.
On Saturday 5th September Chris Maxwell and Irene O'Reilly attended the
Guild Annual Meeting in Dundee. Once again this was a wonderfully uplifting
day, which hopefully we shall hear more
about.
By the time you are reading this, about 14 of
our members and friends will have paid a visit
to our Guild Link friends in Barnhill St
Margaret’s Church in Broughty Ferry. We are
so pleased that our link is being maintained,
as it is always a pleasure to meet up.
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Now we look forward to a successful and enjoyable Guild Session 2015 –
2016. The Guild Strategy for the next 3 years is “Be Bold Be Strong” - so lets
see how bold and strong we can be in His service. See you all on 22nd
September.

The New Projects 2015-18

Final donation totals for 2012 - 2015 Projects
From September 2012 to 27 June 2015:
Comfort Rwanda: £109,596.72
CrossReach: £155,917.03
Mary's Meals: £134,109.22
Ministries Council: £108,994.33
Scottish Churches Housing Action: £130,808.15
World Mission Council: £135,651.45
Total: £775,076.90

Joyce Taylor, Secretary - 279976

CHRISTIAN AID
At the beginning of Christian Aid Week in May, Val Brown from the
Christian Aid Office in Glasgow took part in our morning worship and
spoke to us about the forthcoming 70th birthday of Christian Aid. Those
birthday celebrations are upon us, and events will be taking place in
London and Edinburgh. However, in keeping with modern technology, the
Edinburgh conference will be ‘streamed’ to the West Church in Inverurie.
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(See below) Anyone wishing to go to either the Edinburgh or Inverurie
events please contact me.

You are invited to join us and celebrate

Christian Aid’s 70th Anniversary
Inverurie West Church, Acorn Centre, Saturday, 3 October 2015
At 10.00am with complimentary lunch.

Bible Study
The Bible Study meets in the halls each week on a
Tuesday morning at 9.30.
If you would like to come along and see what we do
you would be very welcome. You don’t need to be
an expert on the Bible, none of us are, we just
follow the questions in the Bible study guide,
learn both from the passage being studied, and
from the answers of other members of the group.
If you have any questions please contact Anne
Rodger on 01224 743742
9

KINGSWELLS’ COFFEE AND CONVERSATION CLUB
One of the best things I did since moving to Kingswells over 2 years ago, was
to visit the Monday Morning meeting of the Coffee and Conversation Group
at 10.30 am in the Community Centre. It was a bit daunting at first to walk in
on a group of people you don’t know, but they were welcoming and friendly
and we gradually got to know each other. I would then see friendly faces in
the post office, at the Co-op and fish van or on the bus, and began to feel
much more a part of the Community.
Some weeks we just chat, but cover a variety of interesting topics and share
experiences and advice. About once a month we have a speaker. Steve
Delaney, our local councillor comes and keeps us up to date with what is
happening in the Council, particularly matters of relevance to us. He is also
very good at listening to our concerns and making every effort to deal with
them. Last year we had speakers on health matters, active ageing, various
charities, Fair Trade, Stained Glass, and craft work, with demonstrations and
try it your self. From the Active Aging Team we learnt about Health Walks,
and now three of us have done the training and are able to lead the short
walks around Kingswells, which some of us do every Thursday morning at
10.30. At each meeting we pay £1 and this goes into a kitty, which helps fund
a summer outing and Christmas Lunch. In the summer we enjoyed a visit to
Milton of Crathes for a short ride on the Deeside Railway, with coffee. We
then went to Drum Garden Centre for our lunch. On this occasion we were
lucky enough to hire the community bus from Westhill with a volunteer
driver.
In the Autumn we had another visit from Steve Delaney, a talk from a
podiatrist, and Chris Croly the city archaeologist talked about the history of
Kingswells. Later we had the Bucksburn singers and a Christmas lunch.
If you have a little time to spare on a Monday morning please do come and
join us. You will be made very welcome. You may have a special interest or
hobby such as knitting or embroidery and be able to share it with us. Some of
us are learning to do more with our I-pads! So:
Don’t be lonely, don’t be shy
Come along and give us a try!
Ann Ralph
NB Speakers for this Autumn 2015: 28 Sept ‘Living Well’ – Yvonne Reid; 26 Oct
- Councillor Delaney; 2 Nov Aberdeen International Youth Festival – Stewart
Aitken; 30 Nov – Beacon Singers; 14 Dec Christmas Lunch

10

REFLECTIONS ON THE REFUGEE CRISIS - Sam Philips
Matthew 25:35 'For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I
was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and
you invited Me in.’
When 3-year-old Aylan Kurdi washed up on a Turkish beach, Europe’s
conscience awoke with a jolt. Till then politicians and policy makers based
their electoral campaigns on about how much better they will be in protecting
the borders from eastern European and third world migrants who will
overwhelm their countries social resources. Suddenly social media, television
and print articles have taken up the cause of the desperate and displaced
human being (refugee) who is willing to risk life and the life of family to seek
safety and shelter, to avoid persecution.
A 100 years, after the First World War we have a refugee crisis on a scale the
world has not seen in recent times.
The civil wars in Syria, Afghanistan,
Eritrea, Nigeria and Somalia are
causing great misery and hardship to
the people in these countries. The
conditions have become so unsafe or
intolerable that they moved initially
to refugee camps in neighbouring
countries.
However,
as
the
conditions in these camps have
become unbearable and with little hope, they are willing to gamble
everything to reach the safety of Western Europe.
Our politicians have supported war or warring factions to solve problems.
They have relied on weapons and firepower to change the course of history.
Frequently, like in Syria these have undesired effects.
Dear Lord. We pray that now you will guide hearts to work together to make
courageous and compassionate decisions, to share the burden of providing
relief and support for those seeking refuge. We pray for the governmental and
non-governmental volunteers who are working round the clock supporting the
relief efforts in Africa, Asia and Europe. We pray that the nations will put aside
political differences and the world will come together to provide help and find
an effective solution to the political problems in these troubled lands.
Isaiah 25:4 ‘ For You have been a defence for the helpless, A defence for
the needy in his distress, A refuge from the storm, a shade from the heat;
For the breath of the ruthless Is like a rain storm against a wall.’
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Sam Philips

Prayer Chain
Would you like some prayer support for yourself or for
others? We would be pleased to support you, your
family or friends in prayer.
We believe God answers prayer and wants to hear
from us, both our joys and our worries.
There is a box at the door of the church to leave
your prayer request or you could speak
to Anne Rodger 01224 743742

Book Group
At the next meeting of the
Book
Group
we
will
be
discussing the
book
“The
Hiding Place” by Corrie Ten
Boom. If you are interested
in the group you would be very welcome to come
along. No need to have read the book first you
will be welcome either way. For further details,
date and place, contact Anne Rodger 01224
743742.
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An extract of the sermon preached by Alisa on
Sunday August 16 focussed on the letter to the
Hebrews chapter 11 1-16: 12 1-2.

Your Journey of Faith
The letter to the Hebrews was written to a church
under persecution. Many Christians were considering returning to their
roots in Judaism to avoid the hardships wrought by their newly adopted
faith. This letter is written to describe the authenticity of their faith and to
encourage them to hold fast in the face of the any difficulties
The late great spiritual writer Henri Nouwen received the greatest
revelation about faith at, of all places, the circus! Nouwen went to see the
German trapeze group "The Flying Rodleighs" perform. He was
mesmerised by their breath-taking performance as they flew gracefully
through the air. At the end of the show, he spoke with the leader of the
troupe, Rodleigh himself. Nouwen asked him how he was able to perform
with such grace and ease so high in the air. Rodleigh responded, "The
public might think that I am the great star of the trapeze, but the real star
is Joe, my catcher...The secret is that the flyer does nothing and the
catcher does everything. When I fly to Joe, I have simply to stretch out my
arms and hands and wait for him to catch me. The worst thing the flyer
can do is try to catch the catcher. I'm not supposed to catch Joe. It's Joe's
task to catch me"
Trust. Trust in the arms of someone reaching out to catch you. Yet there is
something more to faith than just a subjective feeling of trust, the writer
of Hebrews says. It is “the substance of things hoped for.” And to prove
the point, the writer goes on to create a summation of some of the
greatest acts of faith in the history of the people of God. Through the
stories of people like Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Rahab, the apostle
to the Hebrews demonstrates the nature of faith. But he does so not with
an abstract metaphysical treatise, but with a lengthy rehearsal of very
tangible actions of faith and faith inspired lives of the great witnesses who
have gone before: setting out on a journey, bearing a son, hiding a baby,
enduring suffering and imprisonment and even death. The conclusion he
impresses upon the doubters of his day and ours is that faith takes place
at the intersection of “what is not seen” and very tangible, concrete,
visible actions in real life.
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We know the list from Hebrews could continue right throughout history,
Francis of Assisi, Martin Luther King, Mahatma Gandhi, Oscar Romero,
Mother Theresa—all of whom fought bravely, seeing only the beginnings
of the change that they sought but whose legacy lives on to continue to
encourage and inspire others today to continue the work they began.
Because of the inherent difficulties surrounding faith, we should not be
surprised that it doesn’t just spring up out of nowhere. It is something you
have to cultivate; and yet, how do you cultivate something as elusive as
faith? The place to start is to realise that we are all always in every aspect
of our faith in the constant position of praying - “I believe, help my
unbelief.” The place to begin is to admit that we do not believe—at least
not always!
But I think beyond that the apostle to the Hebrews gives us a clue when he
recounts the faith of those who have gone before.
We are ever grateful to the people in our lives that have bequeathed us
faith, those in whose shoes we now stand and in whose footsteps we now
tread. Who has been a guide or a companion in your faith journey?
Someone in your present church or a church you grew up in? A friend? A
teacher?
In a very real sense, the only way to cultivate faith is to take the risk of
plunging into the life of faith. We cultivate faith when we recite the
prayers and confessions of faith and sing the hymns; when we encourage
and support the community of faith; and when we give ourselves away in
service to others.
You might say that it sounds like an endless circle: the only way to learn
faith is to have faith. For how do you cultivate what you don’t have? I
don’t think it’s really that cut and dry. I think that what the exemplars of
faith in our lesson show us is that, like many aspects of life, faith is a
matter of learning by doing. In other words, we all have to strike out on
faith without really knowing where we’re going, or whether we even have
faith. But in the process of doing those things that faith would have us do,
we discover despite our unbelief the seeds of faith growing in our hearts.
So indeed we can say, ‘May our names be added to this roll call, not just
when we are gone but today, celebrating that we are God’s people of
faith, making a difference by living out our faith in the world’.
Thanks be to God.
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JAM (JESUS AND ME)
You may have noticed that Sunday School has changed its name
from Jaffa to JAM. Why JAM I here you ask? Well - it stands for
Jesus and Me.
The past few months have seen a slight increase in the number of
regular attendees and it would be fantastic to see more coming
along. Over the summer months, we enjoyed the church picnic (in
typical Scottish summer style it rained heavily and then the sun
came out!) and the Fun Day. In the next couple of weeks we will be
heading to the beach for crazy golf and laser tag.
We have some very special events planned for over the Festive
season also. It is quite unbelievable to be saying that preparations
have started but they have!
Following on from last year's community carol concert, we hope to
do the same again so watch this space and the intimations for
further information. There will be a Christmas Party which will
follow the nativity dress rehearsal and also a very special Old
fashioned, 'traditional' Christmas event in the church for all in
Kingswells and we really hope you will make space in your busy
festive diaries for these amazing events.
As usual, JAM could not go ahead without a great team of Leaders, I
would like to thank Zane, Laurain and Jennifer for all their hard
work. During the summer holidays, many of the dates had to be
covered by the leaders as we did not have enough volunteers from
the congregation. It is very helpful and necessary that the leaders
are given an opportunity to have a break at times during the
holiday, so please give prayerful consideration to helping in the
October holidays or Christmas. All that is required is a DVD which is
provided and maybe a game or two with a small group of children
(These children could well be the future congregation members).
You can never be too old or young to help and it would be most
appreciated. Please contact Gillian van Tebberen or Alisa if you can
help.
Gillian van Tebberon, Leader
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Contacts: Minister: Rev Alisa McDonald, 01224 740229,
alisa@kingswellschurch.com
Session Clerk: Mrs Lorna Graham 01224 313048 lorna@
kingswellschurch.com
Web Site: www.kingswellschurch.com
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