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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 13 December: Lessons and Carols
Service 11.00am
Sunday 13 December: Seniors Christmas Tea
Sunday 20 December: Nativity Service 11.00am
24 December: Family Christmas Eve Service
6.00pm
24 December: Watchnight Service with carol
singing before at 11:15pm
25 December: Christmas Day Service 10:30am
Sunday 27 December: Morning Worship 11.00am

Sunday 10 January 2016
Celebration of the Sacrament of Holy
Communion 11.00am
Sunday 31 January Morning Worship
At 11.00am
Souper Sunday – C of S HIV/Aids Project

FROM THE MANSE
Dear Friends,
With all that is going on in the world around us this year: violence,
terrorism, the plight of refugees, and a global climate change conference.
With all that might be going on in your own family and lives this year:
illness, mourning, suffering. I wanted to share with you a special Christmas
poem by one of my favourite authors, Ann Weems. Her words speak of
the power of Christmas to break into a world so desperately in need of
God redemptive love. At this time of year, as we wait in eager anticipation
for the arrival of Christmas morning, we know that no evil of this world, no
hurt, no disaster is too strong to hold back the power of God breaking into
humanity. So many we all receive comfort from these words. And may we
all be agents of spreading peace and goodwill to all those in need in this
Christmas.
Christmas Comes by Ann Weems
Christmas comes every time we see God in other persons.
The human and the holy meet in Bethlehem
or in Times Square,
For Christmas comes like a golden storm on its way
to Jerusalem—
Determinedly, inevitably…
Even now it comes
In the face of hatred and warring—
No atrocity too terrible to stop it,
No Herod strong enough,
No hurt deep enough,
No curse shocking enough,
No disaster shattering enough—
For someone on earth will see the star,
Someone will hear the angel voices,
Someone will run to Bethlehem,
Someone will know peace and goodwill:
The Christ will be born!
Ah, Christmas comes again.
A Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to everyone,
From Alisa, Neal and Archie

THE GUILD
Session 2015 – 2016 is now underway and we have already
enjoyed three meetings. Although our membership is perhaps
numerically down a little, those attending continue to enjoy
warm fellowship and friendship. At our first meeting of the
session we enjoyed a quiz and were introduced to the new set
of Projects, which the Guild nationally will be supporting over the next
three years. At our second meeting we enjoyed a very interesting and
informative talk by Mr George Watt on the “Shetland Bus”, which many of
us were surprised to learn does not have four wheels! In November, as in
the past two years, we held a lunchtime meeting. Unfortunately our
speaker, Alisa, was unable to attend but we watched some of the DVD of
the Guild Annual Gatheriing in Dundee. We also of course enjoyed some
hot soup and sandwiches!
We now look forward to our Christmas Celebrations on Tuesday 15
December at 7.30pm. Members and friends are reminded to bring along a
Secret Santa gift to the value of £5.
We meet in the New Year on 26th January which once again will be a
lunchtime meeting with a Scottish flavour when we very much look
forward to being entertained by our own Dorothy Taylor - returning by
popular demand! Why not come along and join us then?
Please remember that everyone – male and female - is welcome to join us
at any or all of our meetings – if you require transport this can be
arranged.
Wishing you a joyous and peaceful Christmas.
Joyce Taylor, Secretary (279976)

A Prayer for Refugees
Almighty and merciful God, whose Son became a refugee and had no
place to call his own; look with mercy on those who today are fleeing
from danger, homeless and hungry. Bless those who work to bring them
relief; inspire generosity and compassion in all our hearts; and guide the
nations of the world towards that day when all will rejoice in your
Kingdom of justice and of peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

STEWARDSHIP, OUR COMMITMENT AND OUR GIVING
They say that the human race is by nature a spiritual species and thus it is
that for both myself and those of you who read this article, our own
individual journeys have brought us to seek the Church of Scotland as the
vehicle for our Christian faith and for the time being at least that vehicle is
here at Kingswells Church.
I believe that membership of the church brings with it certain obligations –
not least of which is to bear witness to our Christian faith in our daily lives.
However I also believe that there are other obligations placed upon us
when we choose to join the Church, primary among those is to support
the Church in whatever way we can.
I remember Dr John Gray, who was minister at Dunblane cathedral and
Moderator of the Church of Scotland, preaching that a congregation can
be likened to the fans of a football club. When the fans show their support
by turning up to matches their vocal encouragement helps the
performance of their team. At the same time their entrance money helps
fund the running of the club.
So also in the context of the church, regular attendance at Sunday service
offers support not only to the minister but also to other members of the
congregation. A by-product of this attendance is that the church benefits
financially through the offering taken at the service.
In an ideal world church attendance would be the norm but the patterns
of life are changing and Sunday worship is no longer what it used to be.
However, to see a mere 10% of our congregation in church on any Sunday
is surely a disappointing level of support by any standards.
The lack of attendance at Sunday worship is echoed in the lack of financial
support offered by the vast majority of our four hundred strong
congregation. This is reflected in average open plate giving of around £50
per week. Equally disappointing is the fact that only 20% of the freewill
envelopes issued were actually used, which would appear to confirm that
lack of attendance directly affects the level of giving. Little surprise then
that, despite the apparent affluence of Kingswells, the parish church is “an
aid receiving congregation” – in other words our ministry is being
subsidised by other congregations throughout Scotland.
Whilst increased attendance at Sunday worship would offer more physical
support and improve financial support, absence from Sunday worship no

longer denies any member of the church the opportunity to provide
financial support.
It is no longer necessary to be physically present in order to contribute
financially to the running of the church. Members who, for whatever
reason, are unable to attend regularly can contribute by way of regular
monthly Standing Orders and where possible sign up for Gift Aid which
increases their giving by 25% at no cost to themselves.
We, the current members of Kingswells Church – all 400 of us, are the
guardians of the spiritual heritage of this parish but - as I have indicated –
significant gaps are showing in the fabric of the congregation.
In one memorable sermon, over 40 years ago, that same minister Dr John
Gray, preached from Ezekiel 22 at verse 30 - “God sought for a man who
should stand in the gap”. His theme is still as relevant today.
Are we, the current members of Kingswells Church, sufficiently committed
to our Christian faith to ensure that the spiritual labours of the many
previous generations of members are not eroded? If so let us pledge
ourselves to “stand in the gap”- and make sure that we are not the link
that breaks the chain of our spiritual heritage.
However, in order to do this we need to commit ourselves to more regular
attendance together with more generous giving.
What better time than Christmas to take this step.
See the enclosed flyer for more details as to how this may be done.
Jim Henderson, Treasurer

Christmas Crackers Concert – The Choir
This was a great
evening. Many thanks
to all who took part
but especially Hugh
and Elizabeth Melvin,
our Narrator, Lorna
Graham, Illustrator Val
Henderson, and to all
who helped to make
the evening such a
success!

PASTORAL CARE
When Kingswells Church decided to establish a Pastoral Care Team, almost
13 years ago, I was appointed Team Leader, however I now feel it is time
for me to step down from this position and pass the reigns over to a fresh
face. During my time in post I have seen many changes, not only within
Kingswells Church but also within the Pastoral Care Team and the role that
it fulfills.
One of the most important duties of Pastoral Care is to visit members on a
regular basis and during my time as Team Leader I have been blessed with
an excellent group of visitors and Area Co-coordinators. The dedication of
both the Area Co-ordinators and visitors doesn’t go un-noticed as many
members of the congregation comment on the support that they receive
from their visitor.
In many of the newsletters over the years I have made a plea for more
visitors, as we like to keep the number of members each visitor has to visit
to no more than eight. Unfortunately, many of our visitors are having to
visit in excess of this number therefore I am once again pleading for
volunteers, in particular to cover parts of Kingswells and Westhill. You
don’t have to be an Elder to visit, in fact of our thirty-two visitors, twenty
are elders and twelve are members of the congregation.
The purpose of visiting is to keep in contact with members of the
congregation, ensure that they receive the pastoral care they wish and
that they are kept informed of church activities. Visitors are, where
possible, asked to visit members at least quarterly, usually before
communion. If you feel that you could fulfil this role please give me a call
or speak to your visitor.
Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank all the Area Co-ordinators and
visitors for their support over the years. Your commitment and
enthusiasm made my task so much easier.
Ian Gordon, Pastoral Team Leader Tele 01224 743397

Baptisms
18 January
22 February
30 August
11 October

Luka Mark, son of Mark and Gillian Graham
Orla Jennifer, daughter of Kevin and Claire Coltart
Cayla Joyce, daughter of Robert and Margaret Sinclair
Brodie Andrew Steven, son of Andy and Natalie Wright

Deaths
Mrs Sheila Crawford (formerly of Kingswells Mews)
Mrs Margaret Manson (Huxterstone Terrace)

WALKING GROUP
Walks Scheduled for 2016
Keep fit and enjoy good company! The
walks are leisurely, always interesting
and an opportunity to take the benefit
of fresh air and our wonderful scenery
and countryside.
Not to be missed!!
Date
27 February
26 March
30 April
28 May
25 June
30 July

Walk
Shooting Greens Banchory
Gartly Woods
Bucksburn Basin
Kildrummy
Scolty)
Balmoral Circular (9.00am
Start)

Leader
Kay/Wilma
Kay/Wilma
Kay/Wilma
Kay/Wilma
Kay/Wilma
Kay/Wilma

Cost
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00

All walks start from the Church Car Park at 9.30am except 30 July
Any enquiries please contact Kay on 743397

SOUPER SUNDAY 31 January 2016
Souper Sunday has been endorsed by The General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland as a time when
congregations might choose to hold elder-led acts of
worship, followed by a simple lunch of soup and bread.
As a result of the day it is hoped that church members will become more
aware of the many issues surrounding HIV.
Souper Sunday also offers a brilliant opportunity to raise much needed
funds for a wide range of HIV initiatives at home and overseas.
Please join us for a bowl of soup after morning worship and as you make
your donation for the HIV/AIDS C of S Project.

CHRISTIAN AID
Will we take the Route out of Poverty?
As 2015 draws to a close, the world faces a clearcut choice. In one direction, a well signposted path
leads towards a promising future, one in which an
increasing number of vulnerable communities
could be lifted out of poverty, protected from injustice and allowed to
flourish.
In the other direction lies misery for millions of people, who will continue
to find themselves trapped in impoverished lives, at the mercy of forces
beyond their control such as protracted conflict, worsening climate
change and growing inequality. Take that road, and the recent scenes in
Europe, of thousands of people making perilous journeys to escape
unendurable hardship, will in all likelihood become even more
pronounced.
The route the world chooses to go down should be very clear, but that
means replacing self-interest, both personal and national, with a genuine
concern for the wellbeing of others, something to which it is all too easy to
pay lip service, while avoiding the challenge.
There are two key signposts that will help determine the direction of
travel.
The Sustainable Development Goals, tabled for adoption at the UN
General Assembly in September, are aimed at eradicating poverty by
2030, while leaving no one behind and safeguarding the planet. These
present governments with a series of development targets to pursue;
whether or not they will do so is an open question.
And in December the UN Climate Change Conference takes place in Paris,
at which carbon-capping mechanisms must be agreed if we are to stand a
chance of limiting climate change and helping communities already
dealing with its impacts.
The stakes are enormous, and we all have a part to play. Will the picture
of a dead child on a European beach serve simply as a harrowing image
that moves us for the moment, or will we truly heed it as a stark reminder
that behind the headlines are real people who deserve so much better?
Loretta Minghella, Chief Executive
Christian Aid
[From the Christian Aid Magazine (Autumn/Winter 2015]

PRAYER CHAIN
We believe in the power of prayer. We believe that
God is with us at all times even in the unexpected and
challenging things we experience in our lives.
As
Christians we have the privilege of bringing everything
to God in prayer and we are willing to pray on your
behalf or on behalf of someone known to you. We pray for all sorts of
things, whatever is worrying you or if you simply want to give thanks to
God for something wonderful in your life. The prayer group will pray
regularly for you and you can be sure your prayer is kept confidential. If
you would like us to support you in prayer there is a box at the door of the
church or you could contact Anne Rodger on 743742.

BIBLE STUDY
The Bible Study group meets on Tuesday mornings at
9.30 in the Whyte Room. At the moment we are using
the Lifebuilder bible study notes to study ‘Distorted
Images of Self’ which we have found to be very
interesting and empowering. We discuss the bible
text following the questions in the study and find
ourselves learning more about what we considered to be familiar
passages. We also gain insight, and encouragement to relate the message
to our day-to-day lives. This is a friendly group who enjoy meeting
together – we’re not experts and we don’t have all the answers but we do
have enthusiasm and we have a desire to help one another to learn more
about God’s word. If you feel you would like to find out a bit more about
the group then drop in to see us some Tuesday morning – you will be
made very welcome.

BOOK GROUP
We are closing the year by having Carols and Cakes at
the home of one of the book club members and are
looking forward to reading a selection of interesting
and stimulating books in 2016. This year we have
read both fiction and non-fiction books a few of which
were, I ‘Dared to Call Him Father’, a story about a Pakistani Muslim

woman who converted to Christianity, ‘The Alchemist’ by Paulo Coelho,
‘Keeping Faith and Change of Heart’ by Jodi Picoult and ‘The Hiding Place’
by Corrie Ten Boom. As you can see the books have been of either a
purely Christian nature or have had a spiritual theme with sometimes a
challenging message. We all enjoy meeting together and of course having
a tea or coffee to round off the night. If you enjoy reading books you
would be very welcome to come along and join us, speak to Anne Rodger
or any of the group members and we will let you know time and place and
what book we have chosen for that month.

FABRIC AND MAINTENANCE
Another year is almost over and unfortunately the problems with the
north gable wall are still not behind us. The wall was completely repointed
earlier in the year and it seemed that as a consequence of that work the
issues with dampness had also been fixed, but unfortunately after close
monitoring this is not the case. We plan to strip back the interior
plasterboard to find the root cause of the issue and if possible fix any
obvious problem areas. It may however, simply be an inherent
characteristic of the wall's basic construction, and if this is the case we will
need to install a damp-proof membrane (and drain if required) to manage
the water ingress. This membrane will be installed between the wall itself
and the plasterboard. Progress on this will be reported in future issues of
the newsletter.
Hopefully by the time of publication, our new dual projector system will
be installed into the sanctuary. This will provide high-resolution images
(particularly words to hymns) to be projected onto each side of the south
wall that will make it easier for all to see. A monitor display will also be
installed for the benefit of the minister and choir.
Once the projectors are installed the south wall interior will be
redecorated. Redecoration of the remainder of the church will begin once
the north gable wall work is complete.
I would just like to thank everyone on the Fabric and Finance committee
for their help and efforts over the last 12 months, and hope that together
we can have a productive and successful new year.
Mike Reid (December 2015)

OUR VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

Lighting the First Advent Candle, making Christmas wreaths,
cards, gifts, decorations and mince pies, singing carols and
listening to Charles Dickens’ Christmas Carol

