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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Sunday 7 July at 11.00am
NOSH AND NATTER
ON WEDNESDAYS FROM 12.30PM
rd
3 July - Colin and Hilary – Contemporary Traditional
Music
th
7 August – Colin Brockie - Singer
th
4 September – The Granite City Chorus
2nd October – Aberdeen City Music School
6th November – Donald Grassie & The Young Ones!!
4th December – Christmas Party with Music 4U
Please refer to the web site or Facebook for further information
Contacts
Minister: Rev Laurene Lafontaine, llafontaine@churchofscotland.org.uk
Tel 01224 749986 or Mobile 07497 756908
Session Clerk: Lorna Graham lorna.graham15@btinternet.com Tel. 01224 313048
Website: www.kingswells.church
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Kingswells Church

The Symbol on the Front Page expresses our belief that the one God
exists eternally in three Persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit; and that these three are one God, co-equal and co-eternal,
having precisely the same nature and attributes, and worthy of precisely the
same worship, confidence, and obedience. Trinity Sunday follows Pentecost
Sunday, celebrated this year on 16 June.
2

VIEW FROM THE MANSE
Looking with anticipation, I scan the field across the road from the manse most
evenings for the lone deer that
comes to feed. Over these six
weeks since arriving to Kingswells,
it has only appeared a few times
but yet I look every night. This
developing practice makes me
wonder about how others look at
their surroundings. Is it with
anticipation? Joy? Dread? Hope? and so the list goes. Do our expectations
share our experience?
Over these brief six weeks since arriving at Kingswells, I
am gradually settling in. I am grateful for your warm
welcome, especially for your kind hospitality of helping
me get my cats to the vet, shopping for various items for
the manse, and hiking along the Bucks Burn. This time of
adjustment to life in Kingswells and in Northeast Scotland
provides an opportunity to practice being present,
looking with openness, and experiencing the building of
relationships and a sense of community.
I am reminded often that this important work of building
genuine community takes time. So, I look forward to getting to know each of
you, spending time over a cup of tea and a fine piece learning about you, your
hopes and dreams, and vision for your community and church. Over the
upcoming couple months, I will be organising small gatherings at the manse
for such conversations. Through sharing together, we will gain a better
understanding of one another and our strengths and gifts we bring to our
community.
God’s spirit is alive and well. God is leading us as we seek to be the community
of faith God is calling us to live into at this important time in history. I am
grateful for the privilege it is to be your minister and look forward with hope
and anticipation!
Peace,
Laurene
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PASTORAL CARE
On the afternoon of Sunday, 2 June 2019 we held the
Summer Communion and Afternoon Tea for our Senior
Members in the Church Hall. The numbers were down this
year, for various reasons, however the 38 people who
attended enjoyed the opportunity to meet up with old
friends and acquaintances. I wish to express my thanks to our Minister,
Laurene for giving of her time to take the service, to Hugh, Elizabeth and
members of the choir for their contribution and to Kay and her team for
providing and serving the lovely afternoon tea. The meringues went down
a treat as did the home bakes.
I don’t normally list in the newsletter members who are in hospital as they
may be home by the time you receive your copy. However, two of our long
serving Elders, May Wallace and Hamish Irvine are both in Glen-O-Dee
Hospital, Banchory and may be there for some time. I am sure they would
both appreciate a visit if you are in the area.
Finally, may I remind you that the Pastoral Care Committee is responsible
for maintaining the records of church members and that the arrangements
for pastoral care relies on the accuracy of these records. Could I therefore
ask that you advise your visitor or myself if you plan to change your address.
IN ORDER TO HAVE UP TO DATE CONTACT INFORMATION PLEASE
COMPLETE THE ENCLOSED FORM AND RETURN THE INFORMATION AS
REQUESTED.
Ian Gordon, Pastoral Care Team Leader, (01224 743397)

What do we mean by Pastoral Care?
I recently came across this description of Pastoral care. It seems to embody
what we try to do in a Christian context. Pastoral care is an ancient model
of emotional and spiritual support that can be found in all cultures and
traditions. It has been described in our modern context as individual and
corporate concern in which trained pastoral carers support people in their
pain, loss and anxiety, and their triumphs, joys and victories

Editor
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NOSH AND NATTER
A SUCCESSFUL OUTREACH TO THE COMMUNITY

Our lunch club, Nosh + Natter takes place on the first Wednesday of

each month in the church halls. We are enjoying the food, friendship
and the entertainment and recently have been entertained by The
Golden Girls and Jim and Marisha Addison and
in April we had a really interesting talk from the
Westhill Men’s Shed.
If you are interested in coming along – everyone
is welcome. Further details on second page of
this Newsletter. You will see our banner on the
railings at Kingswood Drive and our contact is Anne Rodger 01224
743742 or by Facebook or email.
Anne Rodger

"A good friend knows all your best stories, but a best friend has lived
them with you." “Many people will walk in and out of your life, but
only true friends leave footprints in your heart.” “There's nothing like
a really loyal, dependable, good friend. ... “Rare as is true love,
true friendship is rarer.”
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YOUNG CHURCH
In preparation for Pentecost the
children in Young Church have been
decorating the ends of the pews in
the church with ‘tongues of fire’. We
also made a blackboard picture with the words we
associate with the story of Pentecost in the book of Acts
Chapter 2.

You
may
remember our
charity fundraiser
last year where
we made up
goodie bags, well,
once again we
are
preparing
items
to
be
included
in
colourful goodie
bags and the big
day will be on
Sunday 30th June following the service. We will be selling the bags at coffee
time and we hope the congregation will come through and have some fun
while helping us to raise some money for good causes.
During the summer holidays we will be having our creche as usual and the
children of Young Church will be coming through to the hall to do craft and
games. Visitors are very welcome.
Anne Rodger

PRAYER CHAIN
Our prayer chain continues to be an important and active
part of our church life. At times of illness and stress we all
need God’s support through our own prayers and those of
others. There are a number of our members and friends
who are in need of that support at present. Prayer is a direct
line to God, our creator and protector. He may not always answer our prayers
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as we would wish but we can be assured that he will respond and through our
prayers we have experienced amazing outcomes; miracles even! So, whether
part of the ‘Chain ’or not, pray, embark on conversations with God wherever
you are. He will help and it is always a revelation when we come to know how!

MONEY MATTERS
The financial report for the five months to May presents us with a challenge
for the remainder of the year. Immediately below is a summary of the General
Fund.
Item
This
Last
Change
This full This year
Year
Year
minus =
year
as
to 31
to 31
bad
budget
% age of
May
May
full
year
budget
Congregational
18,280
18,977
-697
44,200
41.4%
Income
Other
6,030
4,722
1,308
12,700
47.5%
Total income
24,310
23,699
611
56,900
42.7%
Expenditure
22,809
20,810
-1,999
55,462
41.1%
Surplus
1,501
2,889
- 1,388
1,438
Compared with last year the shortfall in congregational income is offset by the
improvement in other income – mainly room hire. This means that the total
income for 2019 is ever so slightly ahead of budget.
The increase in expenditure is simply due to the fact that we have incurred a
number additional “one off “costs following the appointment of our new
minister. In future months we shall see an increase in our commitment to
Church of Scotland in Edinburgh as well as resuming payment of council tax on
the manse.
Since the increases in expenditure are larger than expected and more are
anticipated it looks as if as we shall possibly have a general fund deficit. It also
looks as if the other funds may also be in deficit.
Looking at the overall fund balances - Since January our funds have decreased
mainly due to the expenditures on Fabric Fund. The General Fund showed a
deficit in May and further monthly deficits are likely. (See below)
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The financial performance is not as good as what was expected at the
beginning of the year and it is likely that 2019 will return an overall deficit.
January 01 Increase May 31
Balance
(Decrease Balance
Special Fund
489
125
614
Picture Fund
3,870
(76)
3,794
Sub-total Restricted Funds
4,359
49
4,408
Fabric Fund
22,505
(3,837)
18,668
General Fund
35,608
1,501
37,109
Total Funds
62,472
(2,287)
60,185
Not for the first time do we find ourselves facing a deficit but when we think
back to what we have achieved in combatting those previous episodes we have
reason to be grateful that through His grace God moved the spiritual hearts of
this congregation to generate the funds to bring us where we are today. May
He continue to do so.
Jim Henderson, Treasurer

BUILDINGS AND MAINTENANCE
The remedial re-pointing work on the north gable wall of the church has been
on hold over the winter months and we had hoped that this would have been
completely finished by now. Unfortunately, due to delays with the contractor
and the weather, only investigatory work has taken place so far. The work
required will be more extensive than initially thought and will require
scaffolding to be erected to allow the work to proceed. The latest estimate for
completion is now July.
There has been some necessary maintenance and repair work completed
within the manse and the garden area to allow our new minister to move in,
but we are still working through a short list of some outstanding issues that we
hope to have resolved soon.
There is some joinery and painting work planned for the doors and windows
of the halls and as ever, some ongoing general maintenance work.
Mike Reid
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THE GUILD
When last I wrote the Guild members were looking forward to two
more meetings to take us up to our summer break. An interesting
and amusing talk entitled ‘Wedding Tales’ was given by Frances
Martin in March. Unfortunately, I missed it, attending a wedding
in Houston! Our last meeting of the Session was a piano recital given by our
organist Hugh Melvin on our new church piano. The meeting held in the church
was attended by invited members from other Guilds and by members of the
Church. We were given a lovely programme of classical pieces played
beautifully, pieces that brought back many fond memories for most of us in
the audience. Thank you, Hugh, – we will be asking for more! Please fit us in
to that busy schedule of yours. As I write we are looking forward to our
Summer lunch at Craibstone Golf Club, another opportunity to share
friendship and fellowship.
Chris Maxwell

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
The emphasis this year was on the appalling deaths of women in childbirth in
Sierra Leone which is the world’s most dangerous place to become a Mum.
Our donations will help to build health clinics which could mean the difference
between life and death for women giving birth.
Christian Aid Week envelops were given out in Church on two Sundays and we
raised £405.70. On behalf of Christian Aid – Thank You!
In Scotland, over 600 people took part in our
Bridge Cross Challenge and walked across
Tay, Erksine or Forth Bridges (or all three).
We’re still counting this year’s totals but
hope that we’ve beaten last year’s amazing
total of £48,000.
These efforts and others like them will help
Jebbeh (above) and people like her to have a safe birth.
Chris Maxwell
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PENTECOST AND THE CLUSTER CHURCHES

This year the Pentecost celebration took place on Sunday 9th June, starting at
2.30pm. Regrettably we had to meet not in Hazlehead Park but in
Cragiebuckler Church and
Halls because of the weather.
But it did not dampen our
spirits! There was a praise
band, magician, storyteller,
face painting and an expert
balloon
modeller
(our
minister!),
and
an
opportunity to meet and
share fellowship with our
friends
from
Cults,
Craigiebuckler, Mannofield, Peterculter and Holburn West. The proceedings
opened with music and songs in the church and concluded with an act of
worship to celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit – a truly uplifting event in
which it was a privilege to share.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2019

Editor

A three-year radical action plan to reform the Church of Scotland
has been approved by the General Assembly.
Dr Sally Bonnar, convener of the Council of Assembly, described the
decisions as “far reaching”
and a demonstration that the
Kirk is listening and facing up
to reality. But she said the
message sent out by the
General Assembly was also
one of “we are not content to
manage decline" and open to
change.
Dr Sally Bonnar addressed the
General Assembly and said the 17 actions of reform agreed represented a
strong commitment to grow the Kingdom of God on earth in a more effective
way. The most significant proposal approved by commissioners is to establish
a Growth Fund of £20 million to £25 million for the period 2020-2027.
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Equipping and Resourcing
The money will be taken from reserves and allocated around criteria focused
on growth, impact and sustainability with clearly agreed targets.
Applications will primarily come from individual congregations, groups of
churches and presbyteries to fund church planting and projects working with
children, young people and families. The Growth Fund will replace the Go For
It Fund which has spent millions on supporting community projects the length
and breadth of the country.
The General Assembly approved plans to reduce the number of presbyteries
from 45 to around 12.
Addressing commissioners, Dr Bonnar said: “In terms of the values which
underpin this plan, first and foremost it is intended to be about equipping,
supporting and resourcing the local church.
“This has to be the core outcome of whatever we decide.
“This change cannot happen overnight, but we can and should make a start.
“The Growth Fund will allow substantial funding to be made locally to enable
congregations and presbyteries to take forward their ambitions in mission,
community engagement, church planting and working with young people.
“Equipping new models of church is about being flexible to local
circumstances, needs and opportunities.”
The debate, which had devolution of power at its core, lasted most of the day.
Excitement
Speaking afterwards, Dr Bonnar said she hoped commissioners would return
to their parishes with a sense of excitement for the future.
“The Church has made some far-reaching decisions, not all those actions will
be put into place straight away obviously and a lot of work is needed to flesh
out what was decided. “The General Assembly this year has really got the bit
between its teeth in terms of moving the Church forward and modernising. “I
hope they have a clear message to take back that we are a Church that is not
content to manage decline.
“The decisions made tells us that this is a Church that is listening, facing up
to realities and is ready to change. “We are a Church that wants to grow the
Kingdom of God and take the messages of the Gospel out to people of
Scotland in a more effective way.
“I hope people will go away from this General Assembly with a sense they
have achieved something and made a difference.”
Church of Scotland Web Site
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On Pentecost Sunday we joined with the minister to say the
following Prayer. It is an appropriate and relevant prayer to use in
our personal daily prayers at this time of strife and uncertainty.
Hope is the soil in which we exercise our faith.
A Litany of Hope
God of hope we bring before you those whose lives are dried up:
Come from the four winds, O breath of God, and breathe upon
these
that they may live.
We pray for those dried up – by disappointment, by bitterness, by guilt…
We pray for those whose spirit is drained by grief, by hunger, by
despair…
Come from the four winds, O breath of God, and breathe upon
these
that they may live.
God of hope we bring before you those whose hope is lost:
Come from the four winds, O breath of God, and breathe upon
these
that they may live.
We pray for people persecuted, violated, left for dead…
We pray for people bewildered, disillusioned, apathetic…
Come from the four winds, O breath of God, and breathe upon
these
that they may live.
God of hope we bring before you those who feel themselves cut off:
Come from the four winds, O breath of God, and breathe upon
these
that they may live.
We pray for those cut off by age, by disability, by thoughtlessness…
We pray for those cut off from family, from neighbours, from God…
Come from the four winds, O breath of God, and breathe upon
these
that they may live.
God of hope, we thank you for the promise of restoration, of a new day
and a new life: thanks be to God. Amen.
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