KINGSWELLS PARISH
CHURCH

The great gift of Easter is hope - Christian hope
which makes us have that confidence in God, in his
ultimate triumph, and in his goodness and love,
which nothing can shake.
Basil Hume

‘EASTER IS HERE!’

LENT AND EASTER
NEWSLETTER 2019
(Scottish Charity Number SC006865)

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 7th April - 11am Communion
with Rev. Matthew Rodger
Sunday 21 April at 11.00am
Easter Sunday Communion with Rev Bob Brown
Introit & Anthems by the Choir
Thursday 25th April - Induction of New Minister at 7.00pm
(DATE TO BE CONFIRMED)
Sunday 9th June - 2.30pm Pentecost Festival
at Hazlehead Park
OUR MISSION
W E B E L I E V E G OD H A S C A L L E D U S T O :
Celebrate the Life of Christ
Care for one another
Cultivate personal growth, and
Communicate the Love of God, by work and action, in our community
and in the world.
Contacts: Interim Moderator: Rev David Stewart, 01224 823283
DStewart@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerk: Mrs Lorna Graham 01224 313048 lorna@ kingswellschurch.com
Web Site: www.kingswellschurch.com
Newsletter Editor: Jeff Maxwell 01224743857 jeff.maxwell@btinternet.com
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FROM OUR INTERIM MODERATOR
Rev David Stewart
The daffodils are in bloom, the snow drops have blossomed, even the crocuses
have poked their heads up and revealed their glorious colours, so, despite the
winds and the rains, it is safe to say that the season of Spring is well on the
way.
I agree with Gerald Manley Hopkins who declares “Nothing is so beautiful as
Spring…” (from the poem “Spring”).
Spring is that season of the year which seems so filled with hope. There are
signs of new growth all around. Birds and beasties are getting ready for their
young to come, trees have the beginnings of buds, the days are longer, and
there is the promise of brighter, warmer days ahead. The darkness of winter
seems to be behind us. It feels as if life is starting anew.
And in Spring we celebrate Easter. The story of the cross and the resurrection.
The promise of a new relationship with God. The darkness and the shame of
our sins dealt with - not just forgiven but forgotten. The offer of new life lived
as the family of God. We start anew in relationship with God and, no matter
our circumstances, we can live looking forward with hope, because God draws
us close and calls us daughters and sons, calls us his beloved. It is as if the
season of Spring echoes the good news of the Easter story, and the hope what
we feel in Spring days is but a reflection of the hope that lies at the heart of
the Christian faith. There is no better message of joyful hope.
And this year for Kingswells, that hope for the future which defines Spring and
Easter is also reflected in the life of the Church. The Nominating Committee
have completed their search and found a sole nominee for the ministry
vacancy at Kingswells. The Rev. Laurene Lafontaine has been announced as
sole nominee. Rev. Lafontaine will preach for the congregation on Sunday 17th
March and all members present will have a chance to vote after the service.
I know it may seem like a long time since the vacancy began, though it was only
May last year that permission to call was granted by Aberdeen Presbytery. In
the Church of Scotland today there are around 120 churches vacant and
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looking for ministers, while this year there were only around 16 probationary
ministers completing training. Most vacancies last at least 18 months, so the
fact that we are able to announce a sole nominee in less than a year is
remarkable, and your nominating committee are to be congratulated and
thanked for their hard work and diligence.
The prophet Isaiah lived in difficult times for God’s people, at a time when faith
was fragile, and the followers of God were few. But Isaiah saw a time when,
like the changing of the seasons from winter to spring, where there was only
decay there would soon be new life:
“The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and
blossom. Like the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and
shout for joy.’
Isaiah 35:1-2
So, in this season of Spring, this season of Easter, this season of new life and
promise, let us pray for and look for the evidence of the action of God in our
midst, so that we too can “rejoice greatly and shout for joy” because of what
God is doing here in this place.
Best wishes,
David Stewart

Interim Moderator

VACANCY
By the time this newsletter reaches you the Nominating Committee,
appointed at the end of August, will have completed their task. They
have recommended a Sole Nominee and Rev. Laurene Lafontaine will
be preaching to the congregation on Sunday 17th March. Laurene has
over 30 years’ experience in ministry. She has transferred from the
Presbyterian Church of America, to the Church of Scotland, and has
spent 18 months as Associate Minister at two different churches in
Edinburgh.
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Once Laurene’s appointment has been confirmed, there will be an
Induction Service organised by Aberdeen Presbytery and this is likely to
take place on Thursday 25th April.
With over 120 vacant charges in Scotland, it is no easy task to find a new
minister, and we are thankful that God’s guidance has led Laurene to
Kingswells, and we look forward to a long and fruitful ministry for her
here.
The Nominating Committee are to be thanked for their work, and for
their prayerful consideration which led to the invitation to Rev. Laurene
Lafontaine to preach as Sole Nominee.

Lorna Graham, Session Clerk

CLUSTER GROUP EVENT

Following the success of the gatherings in the last two years, the Cluster
Group are planning another event for Pentecost Sunday. This year the
Pentecost celebration will take place on Sunday 9th June, starting at
2.30pm in Hazlehead Park. There will be entertainment for the adults
and activities for children, and an act of worship to celebrate the coming
of the Holy Spirit. Please keep the date free and join us to celebrate
together with church members from Cults, Craigiebuckler, Mannofield,
Peterculter and Holburn West.
Further details will be intimated in church, and on the church website
and Facebook page.

PASTORAL CARE

Lorna Graham, Session Clerk

On the afternoon of Sunday, 9 December 2018, over 50 people attended the
Carol Service which was held in the Church Halls for Senior Members of our
Church. This was followed by afternoon tea with lots of lovely home bakes. This
event provides the opportunity for our senior members, who cannot attend
church on a regular basis, to meet up with old friends and acquaintances. I
would like to take this opportunity to thank Rev. Matthew Rodger for taking the
service, to Hugh, Elizabeth and members of the choir for their contribution and
to Kay and her team for providing and serving the afternoon tea. I received very
good feedback on the event.
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In the last newsletter I advised that we were to hold a Carol Service at
Kingswells Care Home on Sunday 23 December 2018. The event went
extremely well and was enjoyed by the residents, staff and members of our
congregation who attended. Once we have a new Minister it is hoped that we
can return to the monthly service which used to be held at the Home.
From time to time we are made aware that a member of the congregation has
been ill or in hospital after the event. Clearly, we would like to provide support
at the time, and I would ask that if you do know of a member who is ill, and
you feel would benefit from a visit please let your visitor or myself know.
During our time without a Minister, extra duties relating to the vacancy have
been placed on the Area Co-ordinators and visitors and I would like to take this
opportunity to thank them for their commitment to the role. The contact
between the visitors and members of the congregation is very important in the
life of our church.
Finally, may I remind you that we provide transport to and from church for
members who are unable to walk to church or do not have transport. Please
let me know if you require this service.
Ian Gordon, Pastoral Care Team Leader, (01224 743397)

OUR WEB SITE

Our Web Site provides information about our Church and upcoming events. It also
provides access to the Facebook and Twitter pages.
Anne Carmichael is posting a daily prayer from the Church of Scotland website
every morning between 7 and 8 am. They are uplifting and contemplative – a good
way to start the day. She is also happy to post news of events – Guild, Nosh and
Natter, and the Choir and for other organisations on request. Contact her on
anne.carmichael1@outlook.com The Church Newsletter is also uploaded on to
the Web Site quarterly so please use the Web Site to keep up to date with the life
and work of the church.
Anne Carmichael
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PRAYER CHAIN
There is a group of people at Kingswells Church who are
committed to praying for our members, family and
friends. This group has been effective for a number of
years and is much appreciated by many in our
congregation. The presence of God in our lives is made all
the more real as we hold conversations with him, and he
listens, and he responds.
‘Our prayers may be awkward. Our attempts may be feeble. But
since the power of prayer is in the One who hears it and not in
the one who says it, our prayers do make a difference.’
Max Lucado

If you would like some prayer support, please contact Barbara Bruce on
01224741558.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

This year the WDP, which is always held on the first Friday in March, was
hosted by Kingswells Guild. Our celebration comes from a prayer movement
celebrated around the world, and the prayers continue and spread and
circulate throughout the year. For this event we always join with the Guilds
from Westhill, Skene, Midmar and Echt.
The beautiful service was
written by the women of
Slovenia, which illustrated life
for them in that country. We
had much to learn from them!
Their theme was based on the
text “Come – Everything is
Ready’ (Luke15-24) a story
that encourages us, nay
demands that our invitation to
share in God’s grace is open to
all – God’s great banquet.
Jesus said that we should first invite the poor to sit at the table of the great
banquet. That is the only way to bring about that radical breakthrough into
God’s grace, a grace that we all receive unconditionally and in which there is
no place for discrimination. Jesus demonstrates God’s prodigal generosity
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through this wonderfully bountiful table laden with a choice of ‘foods’
intended to feed and nourish humankind – God’s Word. Our mission lies in
inviting others to feast on God’s Word.
Many thanks to the ladies
who took part and to our
Interim Moderator, Rev
David Stewart, who spoke
to us, to Hugh for playing,
Judith for the lovely red
carnations and our own
ladies
who
served
everyone with tea/coffee afterwards.

Chris Maxwell

Young Church
We have been busy in Young Church over the last few
weeks so please have a look at our work on the notice
boards. We are still using the Spill the Beans material
and are beginning the season of Lent with a look at all
the types of love. You can follow our progress over the next few weeks up until
Easter by checking out our work on the
boards.
On Sunday 3rd March, the Sunday before
Shrove Tuesday, we held our own
pancake day. If you were in church the
previous week you would have been
handed one of our specially designed
flyers to invite you to come and have a
pancake and a cuppa following the
service. We were delighted to see so
many of you and thank you for joining in
and making it such an enjoyable time. It
was a good way of introducing the children to Shrove Tuesday and Ash
Wednesday and to talk with them about Lent.
We are planning another fundraiser following the success of the one we did
last year where we raised money for Mrs Murray’s Cat and Dog Home and for
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Grampian Child Bereavement Network. This year we’ll be choosing different
charities, so look out nearer summer for details, and requests for
contributions!
I would also like to thank you all for giving the children such a warm welcome
when they come to church and making them feel such an important part of
our church family.
Anne Rodger

Nosh + Natter
First of all, I’d like to say a big thank you to everyone connected with Nosh +
Natter. The Team of helpers, the entertainers and especially all of you who
have supported us over the last year. It hardly seems possible that we held
our first get-together on the Wednesday 4th April 2018 and here we are 12
Nosh + Natters later, going strong and looking towards the future; we already
have one booking for 2020.
So far this year we have had a quiz and raffle and been
thoroughly entertained by the professional singer,
Sandy Davidson (pictured).
Most recently we have been entertained and I think
it’s fair to say moved, by the performance of Corey,
Lewis and Michel (pictured) from Music4U. They left us
all wanting to hear them again. Well, the good news is that they’re coming to
our Christmas party in December!

Music4U
Music4U Stage School was founded by Debbie Kirkness in 2003 and offers a
variety of artistic opportunities
and classes from the age of 16 25. The participants come from
a wide range of backgrounds,
some from social and financial
deprivation, and others affected
by physical and learning
disability as well as those not
affected by these challenges,
everything they do is around
inclusivity and equality.
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They offer a wide range of classes including SONGbook, ConfiDANCE, Theatre
School. iPaDs and Music Café, New Faces, Senior Stage School and Ensemble.
One reason their classes are so well loved is that they are very much person
centred and focus on the person’s talents and aspirations. Corey, Lewis and
Michel are in the iPaDs group (Integrated Performing Arts Day Service) and are
a great example of the quality of performance nurtured, and the friendship
and acceptance to be gained from being a part of Music4U.
The speaker in April will be a representative from the Men’s Shed in Westhill
and we look forward to hearing from him. Please encourage any men you think
would be interested to come along and join us on Wednesday 3rd April.
The programme until June is as follows: 3rd April – Westhill Men’s Shed
1st May – The Golden Girls
5th June – a welcome return of Jim and Marisha Addison.
We have almost finalised the entertainment for the rest of the year so we will
be letting you know all we have planned very soon.
Anne Rodger

A big ‘thank you’ to Anne for the immense effort she has put into making the
‘Nosh and Natter’ venture into the success that it undoubtedly is. An outreach
to the community that fosters friendship, companionship and hospitality,
helped along by the generous grant from the Co-op.

Editor

GUILD
We are fast nearing the end of the Guild session. Helping us on
the way we had an excellent Christmas celebration with the
usual fish suppers followed by carolling and games enhanced by
our visiting pianist. Our lunch meeting in January was a ‘Burns’
celebration when we welcomed back Dorothy Taylor. She and
members did readings interspersed with some Burn’s songs.
Last month we had a Pot Luck Supper & Quiz which satisfied our stomach and
tested our memories - a good night.
We now look forward to a visit from Frances Martin, Church Secretary at
Craigiebuckler and a pianist, well known to Guild Ladies. She has played at
many weddings and so has entitled her talk ‘Wedding Tales’. Our session ends
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on 23rd April when, along with friends from other Guilds, we much look forward
to an evening of music given to us by our own organist, Hugh, when he will
demonstrate just what our new piano can do in the hands of a master!
Why don’t you join us?

Chris Maxwell

FROM CHRISTIAN AID
“Britain’s aid budget is a badge of honour worthy of pride and fierce
defence”

Responding to reports in The Sun and The Times that Penny Mordaunt, the
International Development Secretary has told the Cabinet that the 0.7 per
cent aid target is ‘unsustainable’, Christine Allen, director of policy and public
affairs at Christian Aid, said:
“Politics is already causing huge uncertainty for so many people in Britain. Now
is not the time to cause further uncertainty for the world’s poorest by playing
politics with Britain’s commitment to international aid.
“We believe Britain’s aid budget is a badge of honour worthy of pride and
fierce defence. We are saddened that Penny Mordaunt is not eagerly fighting
to maintain and even increase the 0.7% aid commitment given the rising
number of people in dire need in Yemen, Syria, and many other emergencies
around the world. When heads of government, faith leaders, celebrities and
the British public themselves are recognising the need in our world, we expect
our DFID Secretary to stand with them and celebrate Britain’s determination
to end poverty, and never bow to naysayers.
“To those who say Britain has many in need at home, we agree; but it is a false
choice to help those here or those overseas. As the world’s fifth richest
country, we can do both.
“At a time when the world’s eyes are on Britain, signalling even the idea of
withdrawing from these international commitments to development is deeply
damaging. “Far from being unsustainable, the world urgently needs greater aid
and investment to end poverty, build peace and tackle climate change. A
national commitment to aid from the public purse is the least we can do and
symbolises our shared promise to our neighbours beyond our shores. Asking
others to foot the bill is backtracking and would be a betrayal.” On the
suggestion in The Times that more aid be spent by other government
departments, she said:
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“Britain’s aid budget is not a cookie jar to be raided by other government
departments. We know what aid is mandated for – relief of poverty – so where
departments can’t demonstrate that they are doing that effectively then they
should not get aid money.
“To achieve maximum impact, aid should be focused on outcomes for the
poorest, not on which department round the Cabinet gets a slice of the pie.”
Christian Aid Web Site

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
12-18 MAY
Christian Aid Week this year will focus our minds on mothers and maternal
health issues in Sierra Leone, which is the most dangerous place in the world
to become a mum – today 10 women will die in childbirth. In picture Tenneh
Bawoh gazes adoringly at baby Ansumana. Tenneh’s first pregnancy ended in
tragedy but thanks to nurse Judith and medical
training you helped to provide, Tenneh’s
second labour resulted in the safe delivery of
her baby boy. (Photo - Adam Finch).
Scarred by a long and bloody civil war (19912002), and the worst Ebola outbreak in history
(2014-2016), Sierra Leoneans are now battling
to rebuild healthcare. Ten per cent of
healthcare workers were killed by Ebola.
But why is it that, in the global North, the
chances of dying in childbirth are so much
lower than in Sierra Leone? Our faith calls us
to expose and challenge the injustice we find.
As Desmond Tutu said:
‘There comes a point where we need to stop
just pulling people out of the river. We need to
go upstream and find out why they’re falling
in.’
Sierra Leone lacks the funds to provide basic
services like adequate health clinics, proper
health training or enough ambulances to
transport people to far-away hospitals.
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A lack of funding for such services is a complex matter, but Sierra Leone has
been hit particularly hard following the Ebola crisis in 2014-2016, when the
government of Sierra Leone was given loans to help cope with the crisis, that
it is now expected to pay back.
Prayer for Christian Aid Week
God, we thank you for Christian Aid Week – for the thousands of churches
across these islands who take part in collections and activities, to raise
awareness and understanding of the issues and root causes of poverty.
Bless the work of Christian Aid partners in Sierra Leone, building new clinics
and training healthcare workers. Help us to be obedient to your word and to
put our faith in action as we call for the cancellation of debt in Sierra
Leone. Embrace all those who were affected by the Ebola crisis and shelter
them in your love.

Please give generously!
Envelopes will be issued on Sunday 12 May.
BUILDINGS AND MAINTENANCE

The remedial re-pointing work on the north gable wall of the church has
been on hold over the winter months and should resume in the next few
weeks, hopefully having this completed by late spring. When this is
finished it will thankfully bring to a close quite a challenging project to
make this wall watertight.
To comply with current safety regulations, we have now installed smoke
and CO2 detectors at various locations around the church halls.
Further lighting to enhance the chancel area particularly where the choir
are located has also been done, with an additional light on the opposite
side to be installed soon. External lighting near the carpark area has
been completed with lighting on the east side also planned.
The large conifer tree at the west side of the manse has now been
removed, and this area will be eventually turfed. There are further plans
to thin out the trees on the manse’s eastern boundary in the next few
months.

Mike Reid, Convenor
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MONEY MATTERS
The Treasurer’s Report-

Annual accounts 2018 - The total income for the combined Restricted
and Unrestricted funds decreased during the year by £8,573. The
previous year had been boosted by the receipt of two years of funding
monies from a local trust together with two significant donations from
the Co-operative Community Fund.
Whilst income from external sources shows a healthy increase the
continuing year on year decline in congregational giving is a cause for
concern.
An increasing number of groups now regularly use the hall and whilst
this appears to spread the risk it is worth noting that three groups
provided the majority of the income.
There has been a significant decrease of £7,018 in expenditure. This is
due almost entirely to the fact that we were in vacancy for most of the
year which resulted in a much-reduced contribution to the central
ministry of the church. However, this remains our major item of annual
expenditure.
Unrestricted funds returned a deficit for the year of £1,591 as funds
raised in earlier years were spent.
The overall combined fund balance at the end of 2018 was £63,013
(2017 - £51,989) an increase of £11,024.
Analysis – The surplus of £11,024 is due mainly to the fact that as a
consequence of being in vacancy we saved some £8,600 on payments
to 121 George Street, a further £1,000 on minister’s expenses and a
reasonable amount in council tax.
Thus, the surplus is not the result of any significant improvement in
congregational giving. Indeed, for several years now I have highlighted
the need to improve congregational giving, which as you will see in the
table below has steadily declined since 2013 and the trend looks set to
continue into 2019.
2013
£54,533

2014
£53,245

2015
£55,359

2016
£51,956

2017
£49,862

2018
£46,591

2019
££44,000
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Note. – 2019 is based on the evidence of the first two months of the
current year which show a further potential decline.
Yes – some members have passed away; some members have moved
out of the area and indeed some members have simply moved to other
churches but in the vast majority of cases of those who remain their
level of giving simply has not kept pace with inflation.
Thus, we have suffered the double whammy of a declining number of
regular donors - down from 126 to 95 - and a relatively static level of
individual giving.
The current year – if as anticipated the vacancy is filled by the end of
April then we resume full value contributions to both the national and
local ministry and consequently the potential outcome for 2019 will be
a much more modest surplus.
Future years – in 2020 any benefit derived from lower contributions to
both local and national ministry will be history and if current income and
expenditure levels continue then there is a real possibility of regular
general fund deficits.
If the financial data is an indication of the health of the congregation, it
would seem that it has been ailing in recent years: it is hoped that as we
begin a new ministry the members and congregation will respond to the
very real financial needs of our fellowship and mission.

Jim Henderson

A prayer in challenging times - Martin Johnstone
Over the coming weeks, as the UK faces huge changes in our
relationships with the EU and as Rt Rev Susan Brown, the Moderator of the
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, invites congregations across
Scotland to do all we can to demonstrate care and hospitality, the Church of
Scotland Web Site will be providing a prayer each week that we hope might
be useful in personal devotions and public worship. Please feel free to
change and adapt these prayers to suit your own context.
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Council.

This week’s prayer reflects some of the themes
from Luke’s account of the temptation of Jesus,
a passage that will be read in many churches
across Europe and beyond on this first Sunday in
Lent. It is written by Martin Johnstone, Secretary
of the Church of Scotland’s Church and Society

Jesus … was led by the Spirit in the wilderness where, for 40 days, he
was tempted by the devil.” (Luke 4:1-2) – we pray

‘God, present in the wilderness, in these challenging and uncertain times, we
pray with those who feel cut off and excluded: those who fear that the place
they belong is less like home; those who worry that the little they have needs
to stretch even further; we pray for those whose concerns are present and
tangible; and those whose worries are imagined but just as acute.
God, who overcomes, who resists temptation, we pray for those we are
tempted to blame.
We pray for the leaders of our nations: that we may give thanks for them and
together seek the common good.
We pray for our neighbours throughout Europe, that we may give thanks for
them and together seek the common good.
We pray for those who see things differently, that we may give thanks for them
and together seek the common good.
God, who in the wilderness resists temptation, give us a fresh vision for the
days that lie ahead: of a people who know that You are the bread of life; of a
world where power is demonstrated in service; of simple lives lived trusting in
You. May we be open to Your Spirit; be open to one another; and in our
opening of doors; and sharing of our lives; live out Your love; demonstrating
Your ways. May we together be a sign of Your upside down, everlasting
kingdom, right here and right now.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.’

16

