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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Nosh and Natter
Wednesday 5 December 12.30pm
Carols at the Community Centre
Friday 7 December 7.15pm
Rev David Stewart
Seniors Carol Service
Sunday 9 December 3.00pm
With Choir and Rev Matthew Rodger
Christmas Service of Lessons and Carols
Sunday 23 December 11.00am
With Choir and Rev Matthew Rodger
Christingle Family Service
Monday 24 December 6.00pm
Sunday 30 December
Morning Worship
At 11.00am with Rev Mark Rodgers
NHS Chaplain ARI
Sunday 6 January
Celebration of the Sacrament of Communion
At 11.00am with Rev Matthew Rodger
OUR WEB SITE
Keep up to date with our activities on our Web Site www.kingswells.church Use the
Facebook Pages to learn of our activities and concerns both locally and internationally. We
are grateful to Anne Carmichael for managing our Facebook pages on a daily basis.

Editor
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FROM OUR INTERIM MODERATOR
Rev David Stewart
It is not hard to guess the time of year is it?
The shops are full of decorations and ideas for presents. The Supermarkets
are advertising their Christmas food. On Television the “Big Name” stores
have launched their Christmas adverts. Everywhere lights twinkle, and
Christmas songs sound out.
What a strange time of year Christmas is! We decorate our homes and
indeed our towns and cities like crazy. We frantically try to buy the best
presents possible. We send cards to folk we never speak to any other time
of year, just in case they send us a card. We feed our faces with Christmas
food till we are fit to burst! We have so many different family traditions
that must be followed Christmas by Christmas.
Don’t get me wrong I am not being scrooge – I love all the fanfare and
festivity of Christmas; I love the lights – I love sitting in the living room with
only the Christmas tree lights on after my wife has gone to bed and the
house is silent.
But I wonder why we do it all? Why do we go to all the trouble? What is
there within us that makes us want to make such a big thing of Christmas?
Friends of mine have arranged to go to a special showing of the film “White
Christmas” at the cinema. It's their way of getting into the Christmas spirit,
or – in their words – ‘feeling Christmassy’. I think that is at the heart of all
this activity at Christmas time. We are all desperately trying to make this
the most special time of year. We are trying to make sure that our families
have the best time. We are trying to get the right gifts to suit perfectly each
person. We want everything to be perfect.
Maybe that’s because we remember how special Christmas was when we
were younger, what a special family time it was, how great and exciting it
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was to receive presents. But I can almost guarantee that our parents faced
the same frustration we do now when they were organising Christmas.
We are all aware that Christmas should be a special time. That it has to
mean something important. It is just that somewhere in the midst of all
the hustle and bustle the meaning gets lost.
And that is because so often the reason for the season is omitted. Christ is
left out of Christmas. And it's like having a birthday party and forgetting to
invite the person whose birthday it is! Without Christ then this season is
just a time of presents and parties without any purpose. I believe that we
will never feel right about Christmas, until we begin to grasp the
significance of what Jesus has done for us. Christmas is a chance to reflect
again on the God who loves each one of us so much he will give anything
for us. He will even give up heaven in order to come and live on earth. He
will give up life in order to die on the cross so that you can have life in all
its fullness. When you know you are loved that much, when you realise
what it really is that makes Christmas special, then you can begin to recapture the heart of the season.
I found these words in a Christmas card last year:
“Jesus, the Word, did not become a philosophy, a theory, a concept, to be
debated or pondered; but Jesus, the Word, became a person to be followed,
enjoyed and loved.”
So, enjoy your Christmas! I hope and pray you have a great time. May you
have lots of laughter, lots of fun, lots of pleasing times. May you enjoy the
company of loved ones. May you have a peaceful and meaningful
Christmas. And may you know the one who is at the heart of Christmas:
the child in the manger, the son upon the cross, the reason for the season.
May Jesus Christ captivate your heart and fill all your celebrations. May
you know the wonder, the awe of Christ as the only way to really feel
‘Christmassy’!
Have a great Christmas and New Year

David Stewart
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PASTORAL CARE
In the last newsletter I requested that members donate tinned and dried
goods for the Harvest Thanksgiving table as we had decided to again
support two local charities, namely Instant Neighbour and Cyrenians.
The response was overwhelming, so much so that I had the boot of my
4 x 4, which is large, plus the back seat full of goods for each
organisation. The volume of this contribution was very much
appreciated by both
groups and I wish to
express my sincere
thanks to members for
their
generous
donations.
On
Sunday
23
December 2018 we will
be holding a Carol
Service for the residents
of
Kingswells
Care
Home, Kingswood Drive,
Kingswells, previously known as Kingsmead Care Home. The service will
commence at 2.30 pm and it would be nice if members of the
congregation could come along to join in the Carol singing and after the
service chat with the residents.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Area Co-ordinators and
members of the visiting teams for their commitment and enthusiasm to
the role of visiting members of the congregation throughout the year.
You play a vital role in maintaining a direct link between the church and
the member, thank you.
Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you all a blessed and peaceful
Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.

Ian Gordon, Pastoral Care Team Leader, Telephone 01224 743397
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PRAYER CHAIN
The prayer chain consists of a number of people who
have agreed to pray for church members, their family
and friends. The members of the chain are linked so
that the needs for prayer can be passed on to all
members. NEW LINKS ARE WELCOME. If you feel called
to pray for the needs of others, please contact us to find out more.
We are a group of people who firmly believe in the power of prayer and
Christian healing through Jesus Christ.
Requests are received from anyone who feels in need of prayer or has a
concern/issue that they wish remembered in prayer. Prayers are kept
confidential within the circle. It is our privilege to pray for you and agree
with you for your answer to prayer. No matter how great your need
may be, it's not too great for God.
HE is the GOD who hears your prayer. ‘I tell you that if two of you on
earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done by my father in
heaven.’ (Mathew18: 19).
Requests can be posted in the box at the church entrance or contact
BARBARA 01224 741558.

WALKING GROUP
Walks Schedule December to November 2018/19

Gight Castle

•
•

The walks are leisurely, always
interesting and an opportunity to take
the benefit of fresh air, and our
wonderful scenery, countryside, and
castles, and enjoy the company of likeminded folk.

Transport will leave from Kingswells Church Car Park
at 9.30am prompt.
Walks marked ** will leave at 9.00am.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
Date
29 Dec
26 Jan
23 Feb
30 March
27 April
25 May

29 June
27 July
31 August
28 Sept
26 Oct
30 Nov

Please bring packed lunch, waterproofs and a small
first aid kit.
Please wear suitable supportive footwear.
In case of emergency, please carry information re
contact for next of kin, any medical conditions and
any medication you are taking.
On most walks, there will be an option of short or
long.
Cost is to cover petrol, please pay the driver.
Any queries please contact Rosemary Clark, 01224
744386
Walk
Dunecht Estate
Kincorth & Tullos Hills
Gight Castle/Duff House
Platinum Walk
Falls of Miuk**
Inverbervie/Benholm Coastal
Walk
Glen Gelder Sheilings**
Loch Callater**
Battlehill, Huntley
Logie Coldstone
Shooting Greens, Potarch
Learney Hill

Leader
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary

Cost
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00

Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary

£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00

Young Church

Over the last few weeks in Young church we have been
thinking about harvest thanksgiving and
Armistice Day and working through lessons
about Joseph and Moses in our Spill the
Beans material. We were very proud that
the poppies we made during the summer were attached to
the notice board and the gate from the car park and that
7

the pebbles we painted on Armistice Day have been put at
the bottom of the war memorial.
At the end of November, we are looking forward to going
ten-pin bowling after church and then it will be time to think
about Christmas. We hope to take part in the Lessons and
Carols service on the 23rd
December and then join
in the Christingle service
on Christmas Eve.
Thank you to everyone
who has made us feel an
important part of the
church family and we
invite members of the
congregation to come
through some Sunday and
join us in Young Church.
Anne Rodger

CHRISTIAN AID
A Hundred Years after the Armistice is a Time for
Remembrance and for Change

On the centenary of Armistice Day, Christian Aid has warned that appalling levels

of violence across the globe continue to cost lives and that world
leaders, including the UK’s, are too often fuelling rather than preventing
conflict.
Christine Allen, Christian Aid’s Director of Policy and Public Affairs, said:
“On the centenary of the Armistice, we remember all those who have
lost their lives in war around the world in the past 100 years, especially
those who died during World War One. Today the prayers of all
Christians must be for peace with justice, for we are called to be
peacemakers. “Yet a century after the cessation of hostilities in Europe,
violence and conflict still rage around the world, so it is right to ask why
governments including the UK’s continue to fuel war through the arms
trade and why international peace efforts are off course. “Since 2016,
more countries have experienced violent conflict than at any other time
in nearly 30 years. If current trends persist, by 2030—more than half of
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the world’s poor will be living in countries affected by high levels of
violence. Much of this is due to reoccurring violence and protracted
conflicts.
“The truest way to honour casualties of war would be to make peace a
priority. Peacebuilding can and does work. However currently the UK
does too much to fuel war and too little as a peacemaker.”
Pointing to the UK’s role in the arms trade, she added: “The UK sells
billions of pounds worth of military equipment including to its ally Saudi
Arabia which is pursuing a conflict in Yemen where British-made cluster
bombs are killing Yemeni citizens. Yemen is the world’s most acute
humanitarian crisis, yet the UK gives far more in arms than it does in aid.
“This solemn moment of Remembrance and the laying of wreaths at the
Cenotaph sit uncomfortably with the UK government’s endorsement of
arms fairs, secretive licenses for deadly weapons, and ongoing military
support to regimes which routinely violate human rights.”
This statement comes ahead of a landmark Christian Aid report on
global peacebuilding priorities coming out in December. The report will
outline the vital importance of local peacebuilding efforts which are
often the only pathway to sustainable peace and puts the spotlight on
the role of the arms trade and UN efforts to resolve conflicts. This
Christmas, Christian Aid is focusing on peacebuilding around the world.
Though our prayers and advocacy let us do the same.

Christian Aid Web Site

THE CHOIR AND MUSICAL COCKTAIL

We were all delighted to present to you on Friday 23 November 2018
our ‘Musical Cocktail’ which we hope you enjoyed. This was a new
challenge for us as the music was of a different genre from that which
we normally tackle. However, congratulations to all in the Choir for a
great effort and we look forward to other future presentations. We are
now starting to prepare for the Seniors Carol Service and also the ‘9
Lessons & Carols’ Service.
We welcome Gill Cursiter to the ranks as a soprano and wish her well.
We thank all our members for their continued support and you the
congregation for your kindness. We would welcome anyone who would
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like to join us, especially tenor or bass singers. Wishing you all a Joyous
Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.

Hugh and Elizabeth Melvin

The Choir at its Musical Cocktail Concert

The Musical Cocktail Concert was attended by over 120 people and
raised the sum of £637 for Church Funds!!

THE GUILD
As I write this the Guild has had two meetings when we
have had excellent speakers; in September from
CrossReach telling us of the superb work of the Church of
Scotland’s Social Care Programme; and in October we all
got engrossed in ‘Orienteering’. Donald Grassie gave us a
captivating talk on his subject and even took the trouble to map out a
short orienteering course through the church rooms – which most of us
completed without getting lost! Thank you too Donald for your musical
contribution. This all fitted beautifully with our theme this year ‘Seeking
the Way’.
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We look forward to our lunch time meeting on Tuesday 27 November at
12.30pm in the Halls and thereafter:
Tuesday 4 December 7.30pm
Christmas Celebration and Fish Supper
Tuesday 22 January 12.30pm
Burns Supper with Dorothy Taylor
Friday 1 March
The Annual World Day of Prayer Service 7.30pm
Kingswells Church
Tuesday 26 March 7.30pm
Speaker – Frances Martin
Wedding Talks
Tuesday 23 April 7.30pm
OPEN NIGHT
Musical Evening with our organist
Hugh Melvin

Chris Maxwell

MONEY MATTERS
The financial report for the eleven months to November makes
welcome reading.
Immediately below is a summary of the General Fund
Item

This year
to 30 Nov

Last year
to 30 Nov

Change
minus =
bad

This full year
budget

Congregational
Income
Other
Total income
Expenditure
Surplus

43,109

45,956

-2,847

46,050

10,070
53,179
41,658
11,521

7,372
53,328
47,779
5,549

2,698
-149
6,121
5,972

8,650
54,720
46,365
8,355

This year
as% age of
full year
budget
93.6%
116.5%
97.2%
89.8%

Compared with last year the shortfall in congregational income is offset
by the improvement in other income – mainly room hire. However total
income for 2018 is well ahead of budget.
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The reduction in expenditure is simply due to the fact that we are in
vacancy and this reduces our commitment to Church of Scotland in
Edinburgh as well as exempting us from council tax on the manse
Since the reductions on expenditure are so large and likely to remain in
place for the remainder of the financial year, we have revised our
general fund budget accordingly and it looks as if as we shall exceed a
general fund surplus of £8,355. This is most welcome as it looks as if the
other funds may be in deficit.
Looking at the overall fund balances – see Table below.

Special Fund
Picture Fund
Subtotal
Restricted
Funds
Fabric Fund
General Fund
Total Funds

Balance as
at
January 1st
1,378
4,573
5,951

Increase
(Decrease)
(730)
(279)
(1,009)

Balance as
at
Nov 30th
648
4,294
4,942

Balance as
at
Aug 31
818
4,341
5,159

21,450
24,183
51,584

1,055
11,521
11,567

22,505
35,704
63,151

20,125
31,837
57,121

Since August our funds have increased mainly due to a Fabric Fund
bequest of £2,331, General Fund surplus of £3,867. Not clearly shown in
the modest increase in restricted funds is £637 raised by the choir
concert.
The financial performance is well in excess of what was expected at the
beginning of the year and it is highly unlikely that it will be repeated next
year in 2019.
When we think back to what we have achieved in the last few years we
have reason to be grateful that through His grace God has moved the
spiritual hearts of this congregation to generate the funds to bring us
where we are today. May He continue to do so.
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Speak Out is the new way of working of the Church
and Society Council of the Church of Scotland,
committing the Council to a long-term process of
advocating for and delivering change. This new way of working is much more
intentional about learning from and resourcing local congregations and their
partners to bring about lasting change.
There is an incredible amount of transformative work which goes on through
the Church of Scotland every week; we need to learn from it and encourage
even more of it. Our work must also be about learning from and working
alongside those who are the victims of injustice and struggle against poverty making real the Church of Scotland's commitment to the poorest and most
marginalised not just out of sympathy but because that is the Gospel way to
live.
Speak Out is built around the seven themes which emerged out of the 2015
engagement exercise 'Speak Out 10,000 Voices for Change' in which almost
11,000 people from every part of Scotland took part. Read more about our
themes below and visit our theme pages to be inspired by our film clips and
find out how you and your community can get involved.
People responded by saying that two priorities immediately stood out
• The way we relate to one another
• Tackling poverty and injustice in Scotland and across the globe
Both elements need to be at the heart of the Church of Scotland’s work as it
moves forward. It needs to work together in partnership to create a world
free from poverty and injustice. Seven core themes should underpin its work
for the next decade.
Þ Flourishing communities
Þ Investing in young people
Þ Health and well-being
Þ Caring for creation
Þ Building Global friendships
Þ Doing politics
Þ Differently
Þ An economy driven by equality
Your responses encourage the Church of Scotland to be prophetic: to stand
alongside those who are being treated unjustly; and to work fearlessly for a
world that is more like what God intended.
Visit Church of Scotland Web Site for more information.
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2018
As we all know this particular Remembrance Sunday was rather special
as we celebrated 100 years of the conclusion of the First World War.
Since then there have been numerous wars and areas of conflict in
which our armed forces have been involved and like the First World
War, they have cost the lives of many army, navy and air force
personnel. And the Invictus Games are a constant reminder of those
who have sacrificed appalling injury to both body and mind and face
each day with constant challenge. The loss of individuals in whatever
capacity during conflicts also affects deeply their comrades, their
families and their friends. So, for many, if not most, Remembrance
Sunday is a time when we acknowledge the sacrifice that men and
women have made, and still make, to secure our freedom and a way of
life that allows each and every one of us to have a peaceful existence
and the opportunity to contribute meaningfully to the well-being of
society. We owe them so much!
As Christians we know the sacrifice that God made through his Son,
Jesus Christ, for our redemption – his ultimate death on the cross that
we might be forgiven. In their own way the men and women of wars
and conflicts sacrifice their lives as people like us doing what they
believe is right and best – we give thanks to God for them all; we must
not forget; we must remember them.
On this special occasion there have been displays of poppies throughout
the United Kingdom and many countries of the Commonwealth. This
year poppies have been knitted, cut out, and combined to make
impressive displays of remembrance. Many of our members old, and
young, contributed to the display in the Church on Remembrance
Sunday. Our youngsters pained pebbles with poppies distributed
throughout the village to be returned to the cenotaph. We thank all
those people and those who organised their gathering and display,
especially Anne Rodgers and Lorna Graham. We also thank George
Gordon for the laying of the wreath and Chris Sibbald for his piping at
the church cenotaph. Below, there are some photos of the event. £220
was raised for Poppy Scotland. (Editor)
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Laying of the Wreath
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We Will Remember Them
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