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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Guild Re-Dedication
As part of Sunday worship – 23 September 11.00am
Nosh and Natter
Wednesday 3 October 12.30pm
Sacrament of Holy communion
Sunday 7 October 11.00am
Harvest Thanksgiving
Sunday 28 October 11.00am
Nosh and Natter
Wednesday 7 November 12.30pm
Remembrance Sunday 11 November at 10.45am
Festival of Remembrance at Mannofield Church at 6.00pm
A Musical Cocktail – Choir Concert
Friday 23 November 7.30pm
Nosh and Natter
Wednesday 5 December 12.30pm
Carols at the Community Centre
Friday 7 December 7.15pm
Seniors Carol Service
Sunday 9 December 3.00pm
Christmas Service of Lessons and Carols
Sunday 23 December 11.00am
Christingle Family Service
Monday 24 December 6.00pm
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FROM THE INTERIM MODERATOR
I hope that you have had a good summer amid high temperatures and bright
sunny days.
As I sit in the study writing these words I can look out the window and see the
leaves on the trees already beginning to change to their autumn colours. A
sure sign of the change of season taking place.
While change never seems easy to cope with, it is all around us. The hues of
autumn replacing the brightness of summer, the children returning to schools,
the darker evenings, the cooler temperatures, all serve to remind us that, not
only is change is part of life, but also change brings with it new opportunities
and new experiences.
That too is true in our faith. I recently heard someone from another
congregation, also in vacancy, say that one of the blessings of being without a
minster is the chance to hear other preachers and other viewpoints and other
styles of preaching. I hope that too is the feeling at Kingswells. Even in times
of change God offers us his care and love and blessing and the chance to
experience Him in new ways.
The work of the vacancy continues. The manse has now passed Presbytery
inspection, the requirements of the Church law have all been met and the
parish profile is completed, the electoral register is finished and lodged with
the Presbytery Clerk and, a few weeks ago, the nominating committee was
elected by the congregation. The nominating committee will ultimately
nominate a person to be the new minster of Kingswells Parish Church. Now
begins the hard work of search for that person. Please keep the nominating
committee in your prayers as they undertake this task.
Times of change in our faith give us the chance to reflect on our own
relationship with God and to realise that the greatest opportunity that God
gives to us is to know Him in an ever-deepening way.
The Irish missionary doctor, Helen Roseveare wrote these words about her
own conversion:
“The truth began to penetrate my thick skull – It was true! It was no myth! It
was no out-dated fairy tale! This God was real and true and vital. He cared.
He cared for me personally and wanted – fantastic realisation – my friendship!”
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The purpose of our Church is to allow people to discover that same closeness
with God, that intimacy, that friendship and that love with the Creator and
Saviour. Church isn’t about the type of hymns we sing; it isn’t about the way
that we worship; church isn’t about our structure of government; or even
about the minister; Church is about enabling people to come close to God in
all seasons and in all times of life.
As we enter the season of autumn and the time of harvest, such thoughts are
important. Our faith hangs on how much we are willing to trust God. The
more of our lives we can hand over to him, the greater we will know His
guidance and comfort. The more we rely on His provision the greater will be
our peace. Like two friends, the more you share, the more you trust each
other, then the greater and deeper will be the friendship. Harvest is not just a
celebration of food and farming, it is a thanksgiving for God’s provision in our
lives. It is a celebration that God is our friend, even amid times of change and
uncertainty.
May God bless you in this season and beyond.
With best wishes,
David Stewart

FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE
The area cluster group churches (Kingswells, Cults, Craigiebucker, Holburn
West, Peterculter and Mannofield) are organising a Festival of Remembrance
for the evening of Sunday 11th November, to mark the centenary of the end of
the First World War.
The programme will include hymns, readings, poetry, community singing,
pipers and a bugler for the Last Post. This will be a reflective and poignant
evening.
The Festival of Remembrance will be held at Mannofield Church at 6pm. We
hope that this will be well supported by members of all the churches involved.

VACANCY
Over the summer all the various procedural items have been completed, and
a Nominating Committee made up of eleven members of the congregation was
elected at the close of worship on Sunday 26th August. The task of the
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Nominating Committee is to look for and recommend one person (Sole
Nominee) to the congregation to be our next minister.
An advertisement will appear in the October edition of Life & Work and we
hope that this will attract a number of enquiries. The Nominating Committee
will also be looking at different ways to promote the vacancy and approaching
possible candidates.
Please give the Nominating Committee your prayerful support as they
undertake their task but remember that their work is confidential.
Nominating Committee
Barbara Bruce, Anne Carmichael, Rosemary Clark, Gillian Cursiter, Graeme
Duncan, Lorna Graham, Jeff Maxwell, Audrey McCoull, Irene O’Reilly, Mike
Reid, and Audrey Walker.

Lorna Graham

PASTORAL CARE
On the afternoon of Sunday 24 June 2018 over 50 people attended the Summer
Communion and Strawberry Tea which was held in the Church Halls for Senior
Members of our Church. The scones, with jam, cream and topped with a
strawberry went down a treat as did the lovely home bakes. Judging by the
noise during the tea people seemed to be enjoying the opportunity to meet up
with old friends and acquaintances. I know it is a bit early to be thinking about
Christmas, but we have set a date for the Carol Service and Afternoon Tea for
our Senior Members which is Sunday 9 December at 3pm. If you normally
attend this event, please pop the date in your diary. Invitations will be
delivered nearer the time.
Our Harvest Thanksgiving service will take place on Sunday 28 October 2018 at
11am. The Kirk Session has agreed that we should again support two local
charities, namely Instant Neighbour and Cyrenians, rather than distribute
flowers and gifts from the Harvest table to older members of the congregation.
We are therefore asking for donations of tinned and dried goods to help both
these organisations.
Normally, in the newsletter I am making a plea for new visitors to join the
Pastoral Care Team, however on this occasion I am pleased to report that Mike
Gall has joined the team and is now a visitor in the Westhill area. We hope that
Mike enjoys being part of the team and if he is your visitor that you give him a
warm welcome.
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Finally, may I remind you that the Pastoral Care Committee is responsible for
maintaining the record of church members and the arrangements for providing
pastoral care relies on the accuracy of this record. Please, therefore, advise
your visitor or me if you change your address.

Ian Gordon, Pastoral Care Team Leader, Telephone 01224 743397

MONEY MATTERS
The financial report for the first eight months of the year makes
welcome reading.
Immediately below is a summary of the General Fund
Item

This
year
to 31
August
Congregational 31,513
Income
Other
7,258
Total income
38,771
Expenditure
31,117
Surplus
7,654

last
year
to 31
August
33,474

Change
minus
= bad

4,987
38,461
34,895
3,566

2,271
310
3,778
4,088

-1,961

This
full
year
budget
46,050

This year as
% age of full
year budget

8,650
54,720
46,365
8,355

84%
71%
67%

69%

The modest increase in total income is due solely to the significant
increase in room hire income. Congregational income continues to
diminish.
The reduction in expenditure is simply due to the fact that we are in
vacancy and this reduces our commitment to Church of Scotland in
Edinburgh as well as exempting us from council tax on the manse
Since the reductions on expenditure are so large and likely to remain in
place for the remainder of the financial year we have revised our general
fund budget accordingly and it looks as if we shall achieve, if not exceed,
a general fund surplus of £8,355. This is most welcome as it looks as if
the other funds will be in deficit. Looking at the overall fund balances:-
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Special Fund
Picture Fund
Subtotal restricted funds
Fabric Fund
General Fund
Total funds

Opening
Balance
1,378
4,573
5,951
21,450
24,183
51,584

Increase
(decrease)
(560)
(232)
(792)
(1,325)
7,654
5,537

Closing
Balance
818
4,341
5,159
20,125
31,837
57,121

In recent years it is evident that the drain on our funds has been the
upkeep of the buildings – manse, church and halls but this is the way the
Church of Scotland does things – some may argue that this is the wrong
emphasis but be that as it may – whilst other things may change -the
church building remains the focal point of worship - the place where we
gather each Sunday to praise God and to enjoy fellowship one with
another. It was the way it was done by our predecessors and for the
time being at least we follow that tradition.
When we think back to what we have achieved in the last few years we
have reason to be grateful that through His grace God has moved the
spiritual hearts of this congregation to generate the funds to bring us
where we are today. May He continue to do so.

Jim Henderson, Treasurer

BUILDINGS MAINTENANCE UPDATE
Since my last update in June, there has unfortunately been little
progress with maintenance and project work that we had hoped to
get done; this is due to difficulties getting tradesmen/contractors
to quote on work or commit to start dates. We will however
endeavour to progress these as best we can.
There will be some work beginning soon regarding the manse garden; this will
involve removing a tree that has become problematic at the west gable wall.
An ongoing agreement to maintain the manse grass and shrubs has also been
put in place with a local landscape contractor.
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Hopefully, by the time of my next report we will have progressed the church
re-pointing and joinery work mentioned in my previous report.
Mike Reid

PRAYER CHAIN

The prayer chain consists of a number of people who have
agreed to pray for church members, their family and
friends. The members of the chain are linked so that the
needs for prayer can be passed on to all members of the
chain. New links are always welcome. We are a group of
people who firmly believe in the power of prayer and Christian healing through
Jesus Christ.
Requests are received from anyone who feels in need of prayer or has a
concern/issue that they wish remembered in prayer. Prayers are kept
confidential within the circle. It is our privilege to pray for you and agree with
you for your answer to prayer. No matter how great your need may be, it's
not too great for God.
HE is still the ONE who made Abraham a first-time father when he was a
hundred years old. HE is still the same GOD who healed Jairus' daughter and
called Lazarus back from the grave. HE is the GOD who hears your prayer.
Requests can be posted in the box at the church entrance or contact BARBARA
01224 741558.

WALKING GROUP
Walks Schedule September to December 2018

The walks are leisurely, always interesting and
an opportunity to take the benefit of fresh air,
and our wonderful scenery, countryside, and
castles, and enjoy the company of like-minded
folk.

•

Transport will leave from Kingswells Church Car Park
at 9.30am prompt.
• Walks marked ** will leave at 9.00am.
Stonehaven
• Please bring packed lunch, waterproofs and a small
first aid kit.
• Please wear suitable supportive footwear.
• In case of emergency, please carry information re
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•
•
•
Date
29 Sept
27 Oct
24 Nov
29 Dec

contact for next of kin, any medical conditions and
any medication you are taking.
On most walks, there will be an option of short or
long.
Cost is to cover petrol, please pay the driver.
Any queries please contact Rosemary Clark, 01224
744386
Walk
Craig Leek**
Logie Coldstone
Banchory/Scoltie
Dunecht Estate

Leader
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary

Cost
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00

NOSH AND NATTER
Nosh and Natter takes place on the first Wednesday of the
month. In September Donald Grassie’s band kept us
entertained with music and stories and an impressive range
of instruments including the spoons. There were new faces
and lots of regulars who all thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
The next Nosh and Natter is on 3rd October. We’re looking forward to lunch
and then being entertained by The Drama Wifies including our own Dorothy
Taylor.
The programme for the rest of the year is November - a talk from Stuart
Mitchell from The Gordon Highlanders and in December a Christmas party with
Billy Main. We’re starting the new year with a quiz which will be on the second
Wednesday the 9th January. We look forward to seeing you then.
Anne Rodger

BIBLE STUDY
The Bible Study Group is starting a new study on

Nehemiah which is on Wednesday at 9.30 in the vestry.
Everyone is welcome to come and join us, we’re a friendly
group and you would be made very welcome. If you’d like
to know more about it, please contact Anne Rodger on 01224743742.

Anne Rodger
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YOUNG CHURCH AND CRECHE
We are always happy to see children coming to Young church
and welcome them into the church family. We are using the
Spill the Beans material which is varied and a lot of fun. During
the summer the children have been making felt poppies to add
to the knitted ones the grown-ups have been working on for the display for the 100th
anniversary of the end of the First World War. They also raised £135.35 for their two
charities from the sale of ‘goodies’ at coffee. The money was shared between ‘Mrs
Murray’s Cat and Dog Home’ and the ‘Grampian Child Bereavement Network’.
Congratulations!!
We are looking forward to getting on with our Harvest thanksgiving celebration and
thinking of others who are less fortunate than ourselves.
Anne Rodger

THE GUILD
On a beautiful June Sunday morning a full minibus took off from
church at 8.00am to travel to Brought Ferry where we
worshiped with our Guild Link members at their 10.30am
service and afterwards about 30 of us lunched together and all
agreed that the Link (now 21 years old) should continue. It was
strange but good to see Alisa with her new congregation and
also Neal and the boys who came to the hotel at the end of the meal to say
‘hello’.
On I September, seven of our members attended the ‘Annual Gathering’ of the
National Guild in the Caird Hall in Dundee. As usual this was a most uplifting
day, beautifully planned and where we ‘rubbed shoulders’ with ladies from all
over Scotland.
On Sunday 23 of September we hope to have the Re-Dedication of our Guild
members at the morning service. (I just realise that Kingswells Guild was born
just four years before me!!). The opening meeting of the new session is on
Tuesday 25 September at 7.30pm
when a representative of ‘CROSSREACH’ will tell us more about the social care
work of the Church of Scotland – this excellent organisation being second only
in Scotland to the NHS.
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An interesting programme of talks and other light-hearted evenings is planned
for this session, so do come along and find a mixture of serious discussion,
laughter and friendship. Copies of the syllabus are available both in the Church
and in the Hall.
The final total for 2015 - 2018 projects supported by all the Guilds in Scotland
was an incredible £733,440.31 as follows
• Ascension Trust: £130.099.04
• Care for the Family: £111,592.76
• Christian Aid: £111,038.47
• Feed the Minds: £145,142.16
• Mission International: £120,252.56
• Prospects: £115,315.32
Six new projects for 2018-2021 will be announced to the Guild in September.

CHRISTIAN AID

Chris Maxwell

Kerala Floods Appeal

In what's said to be the worst rains in more than 100 years, over a million
people have been affected by the unprecedented flooding in Kerala,
southern India – with the loss of more than 400 lives during the monsoon

season.
Kerala's floods and landslides have left ruin so terrible Christian Aid estimates that
around 200,000 people will be unable to return home for at least six months. Even
among houses that were not completely destroyed, many are now filled with mud,
vegetation and rubbish, with collapsed roofs and walls. Many people have lost
everything they had.
Right now, Christian Aid and its local partners are on the ground responding
to urgent needs of shelter, food and clean water for more than 12,000 people.
The Kingswells Church’s retiring collection amounted to just over £158 for this appeal.
The final total of our Christian Aid Week Appeal during the spring and early summer
from envelopes and shops was £354.02 – thank you!

Christian Aid’s Community Health Work

It is often good to remind ourselves of the range of Christian Aid’s work in the world
of which we are a part. For example, Christian Aid’s community health work includes
nutrition, malaria, HIV, and maternal and child health. We aim to secure people’s
rights to services essential for healthy lives.
Previously, our health work focused on HIV, supporting partners across Africa and
Southeast Asia to promote safe sexual practices, access to critical services for people
living with HIV, and tackling stigma and discrimination. This included partnering with
faith networks such as INERELA to promote SAVE (Safer Practices, Access to treatment,
Voluntary counselling and testing, Empowerment) as a holistic approach to HIV.
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In 2011, we adopted an integrated community health programming approach, building
on the past successes of our HIV work.
Our current approach incorporates a wider range of health issues, including: nutrition,
malaria, maternal and child health (MCH), sexual reproductive health (SRH), and
other integrated interventions that enable communities to not only be healthy, but to
thrive and be resilient. To this end, our work has an increasing focus on governance,
advocacy and shifting power relations.
We work in three areas, guided by a Community Health Framework:
• Health development approaches: ensuring that health programmes are
technically sound and use appropriate methods and approaches, eg
integrated health programming and health systems strengthening.
• Equitable social norms: ensuring that inequitable gender and social norms
that violate the rights of individuals, reinforce exclusion of marginalised
people and prevent them from accessing services are addressed, eg, stigma
and discrimination, gender-based violence and female genital mutilation. This
includes working with faith leaders to improve the health status of
communities and to promote the adoption of beneficial practices.
• Equitable institutions: ensuring that institutions and health systems are
accountable and responsive to citizens, that appropriate laws and policies are
implemented and that there is an adequate, and equitable supply of
resources to support appropriate health development approaches.
We support health work in ten countries that prioritise the right to essential services:
Burundi, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Myanmar, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, South
Sudan, Zambia and the Central America region.
There is a health component in many emergency responses (for example in the Ebola
response in Sierra Leone), which also builds on our community health framework and
experience.
Your donations, your prayers and your support help to relieve some of the hardship
in many of the world’s poorest communities. Please continue to give what you can
to help the vital work of Christian Aid.
Christian Aid Web Site and Editor

A Musical Cocktail
A Choir Concert with a Difference
Friday 23 November at 7.30pm - Ticket £5.00
Followed by Refreshments

Songs are from popular musicals and artists with piano and
guitar pieces that will fill the evening with musical memories
and entertainment. It will feature our recently installed new
piano.
Hugh and Elizabeth thank the choir members for all their hard work in
preparing for this concert.
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