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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 25 March
Final Service of our Present Minister
With Tribute and Presentation
11.00am
Monday 26 March 7.15pm for 7.30pm
Caring in Bereavement and Loss
Sunday 1 April at 11.00am
Easter Service and Communion
Rev Matthew Rodger
Sunday 8 April
At 11.00am Rev Matthew Rodger
Sunday 15 April
At 11.00am Rev David Stewart, Interim Moderator
NOSH AND NATTER
Wednesday 24 April at 12.30pm
Lunch and Entertainment (see page 7)
Senior Communion Service and Strawberry Tea
Sunday 24 June at 3.00pm
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FROM THE MANSE
Dear Friends,
I write this letter as my last as your minister. I thank you for the last
nearly six years of ministry together. But, before I leave I wanted to
share with you a few of your/our visions for the future. The future might
be an unknown for Kingswells Parish Church at the moment. Yet, in that
unknown I don’t want you to forget your own voices of imagination, of
insight, of forward thinking and innovation. Way back at the end of
October, we celebrated the 150th anniversary of the Reformation
started by the great reformer Martin Luther. Together we thought of
what ‘reforms’, what ‘dreams for the future’ we shared today. These are
your ‘visions’:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

A church that cares for and values children and their families
A church that looks outward
A church focused on community outreach
A church that is meaningful for all people
A place of prayer for young and old
A church that embraces and cares for all people
A church innovative in worship style
A church of friendship and hospitality
A church that helps others
For changes in church law and structure

When the Moderator of the Church of Scotland recently visited
Aberdeen, he shared that the Clerk to the Presbyterian Church USA said
recently, “The church is not dying, it is just RE-FORMING.” We are in a
time and a period of Reforming as the Church in Scotland. It is the
national and local discourse right now. How do we be and do church in
the future, in the next 5, 10, 15 years? We are not talking about decades
from now, but days and months just around the corner. I want to
encourage Kingswells to hold true to the words written on our
Reformation Day service and ‘nailed; (sticky-noted) to the door. How
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and what does it look like to carry those visions forward? Be bold. Be
brave. Be imaginative.
And know that you will all remain in my heart and my prayers. Neal,
Archie, Finley and I might be moving to Broughty Ferry, but we will
always be a part of the history of this place and you a part of our family
narrative. Thank you for these years of allowing our family to grow. It is
with all God’s love and blessing I leave you.
Thank you and thank you again!
Love from us all,

Alisa, Neal, Archie and Finley
FROM OUR SESSION CLERK – LORNA GRAHAM
Farewell to Alisa

Alisa’s last service at Kingswells will be on Sunday 25th March. We hope
that many of you will be able to be there to wish her well, as we present
her with a leaving gift in recognition of her ministry here at Kingswells
since November 2012.
Her induction at Barnhill St Margaret’s in Broughty Ferry is to take place
on Thursday 12th April, and it is hoped that a number of us will travel to
Broughty Ferry to add our support at this special evening.

Vacancy -what happens next?
After Alisa’s departure at the end of March we will enter a period of
vacancy. Aberdeen Presbytery have appointed Rev. David Stewart, of
Oldmachar Bridge of Don Church as our Interim Moderator. He will be
leading our Kirk Session meetings, attending to any urgent pastoral
matters, and ensuring that we follow all the appropriate procedures
during the vacancy.
David is looking forward to meeting with the congregation and will be
leading us in worship on Sunday 15th April.
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Sunday Services: As there are very few ministers available to take on a
locum position during a vacancy, arrangements have been made for
Rev. Matthew Rodger to lead worship on two Sundays per month, with
the other weeks being covered by a number of visiting preachers, and
some elder led services. This will certainly add variety to our Sunday
mornings, and I do hope that you will come along and support Matthew,
our visiting ministers and our elders.
The Kirk Session will be meeting with representatives from Aberdeen
Presbytery during March to discuss the next steps in the vacancy
procedure. There are likely to be several meetings with Presbytery
before we are in a position to advertise for a new minister. More
information should be available by the time of the next newsletter, but
in the meantime please remember the Kirk Session in your prayers as
they work with Aberdeen Presbytery to put in place arrangements to
ensure the continuation of Kingswells Church as a centre for worship in
this area.

Cluster Group News

As part of our fellowship with our Cluster Group Churches
(Craigiebuckler, Mannofield, Cults, Holburn West and Peterculter) a
special event has been arranged for all our youngsters on Saturday 24th
March at Peterculter Church from 10am. The children will be taken on
Time Traveller’s Tale with Professor Potty.
There will also be a PRAISE in the PARK event on Sunday 10th June, with
the congregations from all the churches. Those of you who came along
to the ‘Pentecost in the Park’ service last year will remember that it was
great fun, although the weather could have been warmer! Full details
will be on the church website and Facebook page.

Church Website
The church website has had a makeover – have a look at
www.kingswells.church
If you have any events you’d like to have included, please send the
details to lorna.graham15@btinternet.com
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Our Facebook page www.facebook.com/Kingswells Church also has full
details of events taking place.

PASTORAL CARE
You may be wondering why I am writing this article, but the reason is
that I have returned to the role of Pastoral Team Leader on a temporary
basis. With the forthcoming departure of our Minister our Session Clerk,
Lorna Graham, will have a great deal of extra work, therefore I felt that
she should at least be relieved of the duty of Pastoral Team Leader which
she has been undertaking until we find someone to take up the post on
a permanent basis.
Following the departure of Alisa and until such times as we find a
replacement it is important that we come together as a congregation
and support one another. From a Pastoral Care perspective could I
please ask that if you know of any member of the congregation who is
ill, or you feel would benefit from a visit from the Locum Minister to let
your visitor or myself know so that we can make the necessary
arrangements. It may be that the Locum Minister is not always available
in which case the member’s visitor, myself or another member of the
Kirk Session will visit.
On the subject of visitors, we are still looking to increase our visiting
team, therefore could I ask that if you feel you could be part of this team
that you contact either your visitor or myself. The reason for visiting is
to keep in contact with members of the congregation, ensure that they
receive the pastoral care they wish and that they are kept informed of
church activities. Visitors are, where possible, asked to visit members at
least quarterly, usually before communion.
With the clocks soon to change we are thinking of summer, hopefully a
nice one, and on that note, we have set a date for the Summer
Communion and Strawberry Tea for our Senior Members. This will take
place on Sunday, 24 June at 3pm in the church halls. Invitations will be
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delivered closer to the occasion but in the meantime pop the date in
your diary if you normally attend this event.

Ian Gordon, Temporary Pastoral Team Leader (01224 743397

NOSH AND NATTER
I would like to introduce you, and invite you to, a new
venture. We are creating a monthly lunchtime group,
calling it Nosh and Natter, and the first get together will
be Wednesday 4th April at 12.30pm.
It’s open to all ages - beginning with a lunch of soup
and bread, cake and coffee/tea followed by entertainment. Everyone is
welcome women, men, very young and not so young.
Please spread the word and perhaps invite someone who you think may
be lonely or isolated and would appreciate some company.
So, looking forward to seeing you on Wednesday 4th April at 12.30pm.
We have been able to start this new group thanks to a generous
donation from Kingswells Co-op Community Fund.

Anne Ranger

BIBLE STUDY
The Bible Study continues to meet in the vestry on
Wednesday mornings at 9.30. Everyone is welcome
and if you want to know more about the study group
please have a word with Anne Rodger. We have one
week left of our current study and will be meeting following the Easter
holiday on Wednesday 18th April to begin the next study.

Anne Rodger

YOUNG CHURCH AND CRECHE
As we go into the last term of Young Church before
Summer we would just like to say a big thank you to
the children, leaders and parents/grandparents
who come along to be part of our church family. We enjoy seeing you
each week and appreciate your input into the service.
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On behalf of Young Church and Crèche we would just like to say we are
sorry to see Alisa go, we’ll miss her and Archie and Finley but wish them
well in their new church.
Anne Rodger

GUILD
After a successful ‘Fish and Chip’ supper around the Christmas Tree in
the hall in December, we enjoyed a soup and sweet lunch in the hall at
our January meeting when we welcomed as our speaker our very dear
Dorothy Taylor. Dorothy decided to make those present work and we
went through the motions of an ‘unrehearsed’ Burns Supper’ (taking the
idea from Alisa!). We had a fun time and are grateful to Dorothy for all
the preparation she made and for coming along in not the best of health.
Unfortunately, the snow put paid to our February meeting. Our planned
Speaker from ‘CrossReach’ had to cancel so, in view of health and safety,
we cancelled the meeting. Snow also was the reason for cancelling ‘The
World Day of Prayer’ service which was to have been held at Skene
Church. However, we hope to enjoy our next meeting on the 27th of
this month when we will welcome Sheila Harris from Aberdeen who will
bring us up to date with the Guild Projects.
Our closing meeting for the session will be on Tuesday 24th April, when
we will be inviting friends from a number of other Guilds to enjoy
entertainment from the Skene Singers. All are welcome at all our
meetings - do come along!

Chris Maxwell

Displacement - It’s a global issue!
Displacement is a worldwide problem. Christian Aid
and our partners are providing help in many countries
around the world. From South Sudan to Syria,
Colombia to Iraq, the numbers of people worldwide
who are homeless in their own homeland is unprecedented.
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To put the figure – more than 40 million – into context, that’s higher than the
combined populations of Australia, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and the
Republic of Ireland.
At Christian Aid, we’re working in more than a dozen countries currently
battling displacement crises. Countries such as Colombia, where a 50-year
armed conflict between state forces, paramilitaries and guerrilla groups has
created the world’s largest displaced population.
Some 7 million Colombians have been uprooted from their homes amid a
backdrop of unlawful killings, forced disappearances and forced
displacements. Despite a peace agreement in late 2016, violence has
continued, and displacements are on the rise again.
We have been working with Colombia’s displaced communities for 20 years,
alongside partners such as the Inter-Church Commission for Justice and Peace
Commission, CCALCP, CCAJAR and Sisma Mujer.
‘These people are suffering tremendously,’ says our Colombia Country
Manager, Thomas Mortensen. ‘Being displaced affects all aspects of life. In
many cases, you lose your social network, livelihood, and your children cannot
go to school.’
Within Iraq, continued waves of armed conflict have left more than 3 million
people internally displaced (half are children). Some 11 million people need
humanitarian assistance, and by the end of December 2016, nearly 600,000
displaced children had missed an entire year of school.
Since the latest wave of violence that began in mid-2014, we have been
supporting internally displaced Iraqis, Syrian refugees and vulnerable host
community families. We have reached more than 250,000 people with food,
clothes, hygiene kits, health services and cash assistance, through our partners
REACH and ASUDA.
Hero Anwar of REACH said: ‘The people are traumatised, and the fear doesn’t
go away easily. They have been displaced for many decades and they are tired.’
This situation is echoed in many more places where we work: including Haiti,
Afghanistan, the Philippines, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kenya,
Bangladesh, Nepal and India.
The scale of the crisis is immense: this is not a short-term issue. And yet the
world’s IDPs are often overlooked and neglected. As are the millions more
displaced by natural disasters, such as the recent South Asia floods.
Christian Aid believes the world can and must do better.

9

MONEY MATTERS
Annual Accounts 2017

The accounts for 2017 have now been completed and the results are as
follows
Account
Opening
Movement in
Closing balance
balance
Year
Special Fund
£1,300
£78
£1,378
Picture Fund
£624
£3,949
£4,573
Fabric Fund
£13,012
£4,438
£17,450
General Fund
£22,869
£4,314
£28,183
Guild
£605
(£200)
£405
Total
£39,410
£12,579
£51,989
Notes
1. The General Fund had an operating surplus of £4,314 and the sum of
£4,000 has subsequently been transferred from the General Fund to the
Fabric Fund.
2. The Fabric Fund includes two instalments (none in 2017) totalling £5,800
from the Peter Cook Trust. This is earmarked for Fabric expenditure.
3. The Picture Fund balance includes £4,500 received from The Co-operative
Society Community Fund which is earmarked for community projects.
4. The Special Fund balance is earmarked for purchase of a digital piano and
improvements to the audio-visual facilities in the halls.
Year to date 2018
We have made a steady start to 2018 but there is still uncertainty as to the
finances which will be available to us during the period of vacancy. When the
funding details become known I shall update you on the likely effect on our
finances during 2018.

CROSSREACH – CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
CrossReach is the Church of Scotland’s welfare and volunteer charity
for social care and is one of the largest of its kind in Scotland
supporting all age sectors, disabilities and welfare issues. You support
this work by supporting your local church.
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Two young women are sleeping rough in Glasgow to raise money for
this charity that helps homeless people
get back onto their feet.
Stephanie Millar, 24, and Nicole
Docherty, 21 will forsake the luxury of
home comforts for a night in aid of
CrossReach. The hardy pair have initially
set a target of £1,000 to support the
Kirkhaven project in Dalmarnock area of
Glasgow, which provides accommodation, support and social care for
homeless men and women aged between 18-65 for between three
months and a year.
Staff provide a clean, safe and secure place to stay, thereby offering an
alternative to rough sleeping and traditional homeless lifestyles and to
assist individuals to develop the skills to maintain their own
accommodation.
Raising money
Miss Miller and Miss Docherty, who are currently on a 10-week
placement at the re-settlement project, said they were struck by the fact
that limitations in funding mean that staff have to raise money
themselves to send service users on short respite breaks to a cottage
near Pitlochry.
The University of the West of Scotland second year social work students
decided that one night of rough sleeping in the city centre on March 15
would enable them to raise money and raise awareness of
homelessness at the same time.
Miss Miller said she and her friend had got to know people well at the
14-room facility over the last five weeks. "The main thing they spoke to
us about was this cottage in Pitlochry", she added. "In the past they've
had the cost funded by a third party but due to budget limitations this
isn't available unless Kirkhaven provide their own funds."
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Miss Docherty added: "Going to the cottage seemed to be a highlight in
their lives so we wanted to help them to go back there."
Positive help
Their fundraising page states that "a short break away is something that
we all take for granted, but for the service users this can have a positive
impact on their overall wellbeing. For us, it's only one night, but for
many it is the harsh reality of daily life".
The pair are very much aware that spending a night on the streets is a
risk, but they insist that they are taking a range of sensible precautions
including personal alarms and emergency phone batteries. Both
women, who study at the university's campus in Paisley, have been
particularly struck by the services available at Kirkhaven, which include
advocacy work, harm reduction and addiction support. Miss Miller said:
"Staff are there for clients 24/7."
Kirkhaven manager Liz Leadbetter said: "We are delighted that our
social work students at Kirkhaven are using their initiative and research
to raise funds to enable our service users to sample some life
experiences that a lot of us take for granted."
"Their generous act will raise funds to support activities such as
overnight breaks away, outings to the coast and encouraging and
supporting lifestyle changes."
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FABRIC AND MAINTENANCE
Since my last report there has not been any significant projects or work
carried out on the Church, Halls or Manse apart from routine
maintenance. The car park however, has been greatly enhanced as it has
now been professionally tarred to a very high standard, and I would like
to thank Robbie Mann very much for organising and generous ly funding
this project – it certainly made clearing snow much easier!
Unfortunately, there has been a delay with receiving the new choir
chairs which were originally due before Christmas. The supplier
regrettably experienced unforeseen issues with their manufacturer
causing the delivery to be much delayed. This has now been resolved,
and hopefully by the time this newsletter has been issued we will have
taken delivery of twenty new chairs.
A portable defibrillator machine has now been installed on the wall of
the entrance to the Halls; this is ready to use and is easy to operate when activated, it will instruct the user by verbal commands on how to
treat the patient.
Looking ahead, we are currently obtaining costs to install a video link
from the church to the halls, this will allow those in the halls (in the
event that the church is full) to see and hear at the same time, the
proceedings taking place in the church.
Once again, I would like to thank the members of the Finance and Fabric
team for their support and assistance.

Mike Reid
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WALKING GROUP
Walks Schedule January to December 2018

Stonehaven

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
Date
27 Jan
24 Feb
31 March
28 April
26 May
30 June
28 July
25 August
29 Sept
27 Oct
24 Nov
29 Dec

The walks are leisurely, always interesting and
an opportunity to take the benefit of fresh air,
and our wonderful scenery and countryside,
castles and enjoy the company of like-minded
folk.

Transport will leave from Kingswells Church Car Park
at 9.30am prompt.
Walks marked ** will leave at 9.00am.
Please bring packed lunch, waterproofs and a small
first aid kit.
Please wear suitable supportive footwear.
In case of emergency, please carry information re
contact for next of kin, any medical conditions and
any medication you are taking.
On most walks, there will be an option of short or
long.
Cost is to cover petrol, please pay the driver.
Any queries please contact Rosemary Clark, 01224
744386
Walk
Fyvie Castle
Duff House/Gight Castle
Castle Fraser
Chapekton
Stonehaven
Balmoral Cairns
Deskry**
Glen Eye**
Craig Leek**
Logie Coldstone
Banchory/Scoltie
Dunecht Estate

Leader
Wilma/Rosemary

Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary

Cost
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
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UNREHEARSED NATIVITY PLAY CHRISTMAS 2017
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OUR MISSION
WE BELIEVE GOD HAS CALLED US
TO:
Celebrate the Life of Christ
Care for one another
Cultivate personal growth, and
Communicate the Love of God, by work
and action, in our community and in the
world.

Contacts:
Interim Moderator: Rev David Stewart, 01224 823283
DStewart@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerk: Mrs Lorna Graham 01224 313048
lorna@ kingswellschurch.com
Web Site: www.kingswellschurch.com
Newsletter Editor: Jeff Maxwell 01224743857
jeff.maxwell@btinternet.com
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