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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Seniors Carol Service
Sunday 3 December at 3.00pm
Community Carol Service
Friday 8 December at 7.15pm
At the Community Centre
Christmas Service of Lessons and Carols
Sunday 24 December at 11.00am
Christingle Service for Families at 6.00pm
Watchnight Service at 11.30pm
Christmas Day Service at 10.30am
Kingsmead Care Home Service 17 Dec at 2.30pm
Celebration of Holy Communion
Sunday 7 January at 11.00am
Sunday 14 January at 11.00am
Rev Gordon Craig, Oil Industry Chaplain.
Cluster Group Pulpit Exchange
Pastoral Visitors Dedication Service
Sunday 24 January at 11.00am
Sunday 25 February at 11.00am
Souper Sunday In support of Church of Scotland HIV Project
Sunday 24 March
Cluster Group Children’s Event at Peterculter
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FROM THE MANSE
Dear Friends,
What can you say that is new at this time of year? What can we learn anew?
Maybe the answer isn't meant for words alone. For when I come to this time
of year again I know all I want to do is sing.
O come, o come, all ye faithful...
Hark, the glad sound...
Lord you sometimes speak in wonders…
It was on a starry night…
Come and join the celebration…
I wonder what is your favourite carol? Or perhaps it is a modern Christmas
remix version?
This is the time for singing, learning, wondering and opening ourselves up to
something so known and yet a continuous miracle of surprises. It is the time
for singing.
Advent is the time for song. The story of hope in waiting, the story of a messy
stable in a time of uncertain political power. It is a story of accepting an
extraordinary call, of believing the difficult in a time of difficulties, of
travelling to new lands and the welcoming of the other. The holiness of this
story defies simple speech, prayer, and even storytelling.
At this time, we turn to song to help frame the wonder of it all. We hear all
kinds of songs all the time of the year, but we pay more attention during the
Advent and Christmas season. These are songs that are buried deep within us
and bring joy and memories at each singing.
When our own words fail us, when words fail us entirely, music answers. This
season of anticipation, wonder, hope, and joy leads us to something beyond
what we can simply pray, or read, or say. So, we sing.
So, what are you singing? Are you listening to the sounds around you? What
do you hear?
Let us all sing. Sing hope to places in need. Sing joy to the world. Sing of
Christ born to love this world. Let us sing a song of peace for one and all.
Alisa
And from our family to yours we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year,
Neal, Alisa, Archie & Finley
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TOGETHER WE PRAY
This year, the General Assembly has asked the Church to focus on prayer and
particularly to pray as we think about each other, our communities, and for
the future of the Church of Scotland as it responds and adapts to the changing
landscapes of the world today.
The 25th of November is marked as a National Day of Prayer to start us on a
year of prayer. We are encouraged to come together in small groups, as
congregations, as presbyteries to pray for and with one another.
What does it look like to come together as the Church of Scotland as we pray
about the priorities for the future?
What and who might we pray for?
● Pray for decision makers
● Pray for the dreamers and visionaries
● Pray for the prophets and the peacemakers
● Pray for the listeners and the talkers
● Pray for the thinkers and the doers
● Pray for the shouters and the whisperers
● Pray for young and the old
● Pray for the rural and the urban communities
● Pray for our communities and where we see God moving
As we pray together as the church we hope:
● To see the growth of vibrant worshipping communities
● To see communities flourish
● To see people engaged fully in social, economic and political change
for the benefit of all and for the growing of God’s Kingdom

A Prayer for the Church
God of our past, present, and future,
we seek direction
for the life of our Church and for ourselves,
and remember that all concerns and anxieties
should be placed within Your hand.
Where we have heard Your voice
may we step into the future that appears

4

with all the uncertainties and unknowns to be explored.
Keep our eyes open to the call to new ways of being Your people.
Amen
Information taken from Church of Scotland National Day of Prayer.
For more information please visit the website
churchofscotland.org.uk/togetherwepray

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
On Sunday 12 November, we were delighted to welcome
Scouts, Guides and Brownies to our Remembrance Service.
As always, this moving service finishes with the laying of the
wreath at the War Memorial outside the church. Our thanks
go to Ian Gordon for laying the wreath and to Chris Sibbald
for piping the lament which adds to the poignancy of the morning. We will
remember them.

REACHING OUT TO THE COMMUNITY
On Saturday 25 November, our Church was presented with a cheque for
£2,586 in support of our work of outreach to the community. The Co-op
supports charities by providing the resources that are needed to reach out to
the community, build bridges and provide an opportunity to connect with a
wider section of the community.
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As the local church, we believe we
are a core part of the community.
However, the location of the
church building means that it is
physically some distance from the
main village community. Our aim is
to reach out into the community
and to hold appropriate services at
significant church dates in the local
community centre which is more
central to the village. To do this effectively we need funding to create
attractive flyers promoting the church and its activities, and the services we
plan to hold, as well as providing refreshments to those attending. We have
made a start with a Christmas Carol Service in the community centre, and we
wish to continue to build on this. We also have tentative plans to set up a
weekly Friendship Club for seniors in the area, meeting in the church halls.
As a member, every time you shop at the Coop, 1% of what you spend on
selected own-brand products and services goes to the local community fund
which together with the money from the sale of bags, helps to fund local
projects in the area that you live. That is how the Church has benefited from
this fund. Becoming a member and selecting a charity can help your
community and your church.

Community Carol Service

Friday 8th December at 7.15pm
Music by the Bon Accord Silver Band
Mince pies and mulled wine

Please join us for this family service and celebrate the
true meaning of Christmas with family and friends.
A much-enjoyed community service - spread the word –
everyone is welcome!
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MONEY MATTERS
Financial review – As of the end of October we are reporting an unexpectedly
healthy surplus on our general account. Unfortunately, this is not due to any
increases in income but rather reflects a number of underspends against
budgeted expenditure. Some of those underspends are “one- off” events and
will not recur next year.
Our other funds are reasonably healthy not least because fabric expenditure
has been modest this year. Not only that but we have received two payments,
both last year’s and this year’s, from the third-party trust which makes annual
contributions to our fabric fund.
Our picture fund has been significantly enhanced by generous contributions
from the Co-op community fund. These funds are specifically earmarked for
community projects.
The special projects fund has also done well, being in receipt of a number of
donations from various parties and contributions from events organised by the
choir, whose efforts are geared towards funding twenty new chairs which have
already been ordered and are scheduled for delivery in mid to late December
Gift Aid - Several long-standing members who have opted to pay by Gift Aid
have expressed concern about the fact that since they are no longer tax payers,
partly as a result of the sizeable increases in tax free allowances as well as the
fact spouses can now transfer part of that tax-free allowance to one another –
* see below - the church is losing out on the tax which it could claim back.
At present, it is not anticipated that the church will actually lose out as the
increase in personal tax-free allowances has been mirrored by an increase in
allowances for non-specific donations received by charities from £5,000 per
year to £8,000. This means that the donations made by those members are
still attracting a tax refund from HMRC.
* This refers to the fact that spouses who do not pay tax are now able to
transfer up to 10% of their personal allowance to the spouse who does pay
tax. This could increase the family income by up to £230 for the current tax
year (£11,500 times 10% = £1,150 then multiply £1,150 by 20% = £230)
NB - if no claim for such a transfer has yet been made then the transfer can
also be applied for in respect of tax years 2015/16 and 2016/17 which were
worth £212 and £220 respectively. This could mean a potential windfall over
the three tax years of up to £662 (£230 +£220 + £212).
Jim Henderson, Treasurer
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CHOIR NEWS
The Choir have had a very busy time from June through to the Christmas
Season. We have produced a CD which we hope will raise funds to provide the
Choir with comfortable seating. The CD will be
on sale from 1st December at a cost of £10. (a
lovely stocking filler). We have also been
rehearsing for our Christmas Crackers Concert on
1st December in the Church and for the usual
Christmas Services we are taking part in.
Elizabeth and I wish to thank sincerely all Choir
members for their support throughout the year
and to the guests who have given of their time
and assistance for our concert.
Hugh and Elizabeth Melvin

PASTORAL CARE
As we approach the end of the year I would like to record my thanks to all the
visiting team and the area co-ordinators for all their work in visiting our
members throughout the year. They all provide a valuable role in acting as a
direct link to our minister, and ensure that she can visit those most in need.
Two new visitors have been recruited, and we’re pleased to welcome Peggy
Allan and Zane Hair to the visiting team. We hope they enjoy being part of the
team and find the experience rewarding.
There will be a special service of dedication and thanks for all our visitors on
Sunday 28th January which will be followed by a soup lunch in the halls. We
hope that all our visitors will be able to come along that week.
Following on from the success of the Dementia Awareness evening in
September, arrangements are being made for another event, probably in
March, this time to focus on the difficult topic of bereavement visiting. This
will be open to all members of the congregation as well as our visiting team.
We continue to worship with the residents at Kingsmead Home on the fourth
Sunday of each month. The services are appreciated by both staff, residents
and their families. If you are able to come you would be most welcome.
Lorna Graham
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PRAYER CHAIN
The Prayer Chain consists of a number of church members
who have agreed to and are committed to praying for the
needs of our congregation, family and friends. The
members are linked so that the needs for prayer can be
passed on to all members of the chain. New links to the chain are always
welcome. We are a group of people who firmly believe in the power of prayer
and are happy to pray for YOU. All requests are strictly confidential within the
chain. If you have any concerns you would like us to pray for or if you think
that you might be able to help with this care, drop a note in the prayer request
box inside the front door or speak to BARBARA BRUCE 01224 741558.

QUIZ WITH HUMOUR
(How well do you know your Bible?)
Q. What kind of man was Boaz before he married?
A. Ruthless.
Q. What do they call pastors in Germany?
A. German Shepherds.
Q. Who was the greatest financier in the Bible?
A. Noah. He was floating his stock while everyone else was in
liquidation.
Q. Who was the greatest female financier in the bible?
A. Pharaoh’s daughter. She went to the bank of the Nile and drew out a
little prophet.
Q. What kind of motor vehicles are in the bible?
A. Jehovah drove Adam and Eve out of the garden in a FURY.
David’s TRIUMPH was heard throughout the land.
Also, a HONDA because the apostles were all in one accord.
Q. Who was the greatest comedian in the bible?
A. Samson because he brought the house down.
Q. What excuse did Adam give to his children as to why he no longer
lived in Eden?
A. Your mother ate us out of house and home.
Q. Which servant of God was the most flagrant lawbreaker in the bible?
A. Moses. He broke all ten commandments at once.
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Q. Which area of Palestine was especially wealthy?
A. The area around Jordan because the banks were always overflowing.
Q. Who is the greatest babysitter mentioned in the Bible?
A. David. He rocked Goliath to a very deep sleep.
Q. Which bible character had no parents?
A. Joshua, son of Nun.
Contributed

CHRISTIAN AID – ROHINGA CRISIS
Escalating violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine State in late August 2017 has forced
hundreds of thousands of people from their homes, including many
Rohingya refugees who have fled to Bangladesh, fearing for their lives.
More than 500,000 Rohingya people have crossed the border into Bangladesh
and unknown numbers remain displaced in Myanmar. As villages in Myanmar
continue to be destroyed, figures are expected to rise, with up to 15,000
people crossing the border each day.
Those fleeing to the border have walked for miles, and for days on end. They
have no money for food or shelter. Many mothers are escaping with new-born
babies. With limited medical facilities, people are sick and at risk of serious
disease.
We are on the ground, providing urgent support to these vulnerable, displaced
people. But with your help, we could do so much more. Please donate tothe
Rohingya Crisis Appeal today.

Prayer for Rohingya crisis

God who hurts with humanity,
we lift up our voices
and pour out our hearts to You,
in sadness, grief and disbelief
at the devastating violence
forcing so many people
from their homes in Myanmar.
Listening to stories of villages being burned,
families being torn apart
and people fleeing for their lives;
we pray they will find places of safety to take refuge.
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Reading reports of people walking for days
across difficult terrain,
of bodies arriving weary with sickness,
hunger and thirst;
we pray for deep rest and more food and medicines to help them heal.
Strengthen the Christian Aid partners
already at work.
Give them the access they need
to reach displaced people in Bangladesh and Myanmar;
provide more funding so they can provide more help.
And may our listening, hearing and reading
move us all to make a generous response.
in your merciful name we pray,
Amen.
Compassionate God,
who loves all of humanity,
we pray for an end to the violence,
for peace, protection and provision
in Myanmar and Bangladesh.
In your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Amen.

BIBLE STUDY
The Bible Study group now meet in the Vestry on
a Wednesday morning at 9.30. We are just about
to begin a new study ‘Christian Character’ from
the Lifebuilder series which consists of 12 studies
taken from various books of the Bible. Some of
the sessions deal with the basic truths of
Christian life, others focus on the qualities of the true disciple. If you are
interested to find out what goes on at Bible study, please come along for a
session to see for yourself – we’re a very friendly bunch and you would be very
welcome. If you want to find out any more speak to Anne Rodger or call on
01224 743742.
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THE GUILD
Our new session got off on a high with an excellent presentation
from a representative of the relatively new charity ‘Playlist for
Life’. This charity was set up by Sally Magnusson following her, and
her family’s, experience nursing their Mother through Dementia. It has been
proved that by playing to a sufferer his/her favourite music they relax and
indeed, in some measure, ‘come back’. All of us at the meeting were
encouraged to make our own lists!
As I write this we are looking forward to our Lunchtime meeting on Tuesday
the 28th when Ian Gow will speak about his involvement in ‘Aid2Gambia’. Our
Christmas Celebration is on Tuesday the 19th December at 7.3opm.
Our first meeting of 2018 is another Lunchtime meeting at 12.30pm when our
very own Dorothy Taylor will entertain us.
You are very welcome to join us if and when you can - it will be good to meet
up with you.
Chris Maxwell

50 YEARS OF WOMEN’S ORDINATION
The Church of Scotland celebrated 50 years of women's
ordination on Tuesday with a gathering that included the first
woman Moderator and some of the longest-serving women
elders from congregations across Scotland.
Former Moderator Rt Rev Dr Russell Barr welcomed guests and
introduced the host Dr Alison Elliot, who was the first woman to be Moderator
and one of the few elders to be appointed to the post.
He also asked the crowd to acknowledge Gladys Ramsay, who was ordained as
an elder on July 10, 1966 at Camperdown Church in Dundee just weeks after
the Church agreed to admit women to the eldership.
Mrs Ramsay, who is currently the session clerk in her church, said being an
elder means giving others help and support.
"Since the time I started serving, I've always found it a great honour and
privilege to meet with people sharing their joyous moments and being with
them at sadder times, through bereavements and illness. I would recommend
eldership to all who feel they could accept the invitation to serve."
Dr Elliot, now an elder at Greyfriars Kirk, said ordaining women as elders was
first discussed in 1914, but it had taken 50 years of "batting it back and forth
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from committees to the Assembly to Presbyteries and back to the Assembly
and so on," before the Church finally agreed to ordain women as elders.
"By the mid-60s they'd got to the stage where 45 Presbyteries agreed that they
should have women elders and 17 said no, but 45 to 17 that was good enough
and so they went ahead with that vote and it was two years after that they
also said we should have women ministers."
The first seven women were ordained as elders on June 19, 1966 in Culross
Abbey. Two years later the Kirk allowed women to be ordained as ministers.
Today Dr Elliot said 54 percent of elders are women, the exact ratio of women
to men in the Church according to the 2011 census.
"It looks like we've made it so that's a great achievement. I think that counts
as a success for that particular initiative," she says. "We should remember of
course that there are still Presbyteries where there are no women elders and
there is always the question of how well women are represented in the
decision making of the Church.”
Speakers at the event were: Janette Wilson, who has just retired from her post
as Solicitor of the Church; Pauline Weibye, this week retiring as Secretary to
the Council of Assembly; Helen Fisher, a former Boys Brigade leader,
deaconess, World Mission worker and elder; and Sarah Davidson, Director
General Communities for the Scottish Government.
Each of the speakers had interesting stories to share. Several expressed
gratitude to those women who had blazed the path before them.
Speakers from the floor, including Very Rev Dr Lorna Hood and several
ministers spoke about everything from the influence of women elders as role
models for young women to the barriers they had faced.
Church of Scotland Website

OUR CHILDREN REMEMBER
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Young Church
Some of the artwork
done by the children.
Harvest
Thanksgiving
Fruits of the Spirit
7 Days of creation.

The Armour of God

Young Church meets every Sunday first of all in the church at 11am
and then we go through to the hall to do our own thing. Our lesson is
the same as the church service and we do craft and games as well. We
enjoy being Young Church but also being an important part of the
church family.
14

WALKING GROUP
Walks Schedule January to December 2018
The walks are leisurely, always interesting and an
opportunity to take the benefit of fresh air, and our
wonderful scenery and countryside, castles and
enjoy the company of like-minded folk.
Castle Fraser

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
Date
27 Jan
24 Feb
31 March
28 April
26 May
30 June
28 July
25 August
29 Sept
27 Oct
24 Nov
29 Dec

Transport will leave from Kingswells Church Car Park
at 9.30am prompt.
Walks marked ** will leave at 9.00am.
Please bring packed lunch, waterproofs and a small
first aid kit.
Please wear suitable supportive footwear.
In case of emergency, please carry information re
contact for next of kin, any medical conditions and
any medication you are taking.
On most walks, there will be an option of short or
long.
Cost is to cover petrol, please pay the driver.
Any queries please contact Rosemary Clark, 01224
744386
Walk
Fyvie Castle
Duff House/Gight Castle
Castle Fraser
Chapekton
Stonehaven
Balmoral Cairns
Deskry**
Glen Eye**
Craig Leek**
Logie Coldstone
Banchory/Scoltie
Dunecht Estate

Leader
Wilma/Rosemary

Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary
Wilma/Rosemary

Cost
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
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VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS
Sunday 26 November
Enjoyable creations!
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