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While the earth lasts, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and
winter, and day and night shall never cease
Genesis 8:22
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Celebration of Holy Communion
Sunday 1 October at 11.00am
Harvest Thanksgiving
Sunday 8 October at 11.00am
Guild Dedication Service
Sunday 22 October at 11.00am
Soup and Sweet Lunch
After Morning Worship at 11.00am
Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 12 November at 10.50am
Victorian Christmas
Sunday 26 November at 11.00am
Choir Concert – Christmas Crackers
Friday 1 December
Seniors Carol Service
Sunday 3 December at 3.00pm
Community Carol Service
Friday 8 December at 7.15pm
At the Community Centre
Christmas Service of Lessons and Carols
Sunday 24 December at 11.00am
Christingle Service for Families at 6.00pm
Watchnight Service at 11.30pm
Christmas Day Service at 10.30am
Kingsmead Care Home Services at 2.30pm
On 22 Oct, 17 Dec
Pastoral Visitors Dedication Service
Sunday 24 January 2018 at 11.00am
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FROM THE MANSE
Greetings,
Time is such a unique thing, isn’t it? This October at Kingswells Church
we return to thinking about Time during our Stewardship Campaign. So, I
thought I would look a little at some of the ways we measure, or think about
time. You can be ‘ahead of your time,’ or conversely you can be ‘behind the
times,’ but I am sure most of us are somewhere in the middle. The Church of
Scotland at the moment feels like it’s in a ‘race against time’ to change to a
modern and changing world and demographic. Perhaps ‘time is slipping away
too fast,’ which I certainly feel more and more as a mother. As we think about
Time as a gift of stewardship, I love the quote from Baltasar Gracian, “All that
really belongs to us is time; even he who has nothing else has that.” We all
have time; the question is how you use your time. Do you give of your time or
take? Do you feel your time with stresses or things that give you joy? What
time do you have that you could give to the church? Perhaps now is a time you
could help with teas and coffees? Or crèche? Or young church? Or maybe join
the bible study group? Or choir?
In J.R.R. Tolkien’s book The Fellowship of the Ring comes a pivotal
moment when Frodo comes to Gandalf for help and reassurance as he begins
to grasp the enormity of the task that lay ahead him. Frodo says, “I wish it need
not have happened in my time.” "So do I," said Gandalf, "and so do all who live
to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. All we have to decide is
what to do with the time that is given us.”
All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us.
Such powerful words. I really want to urge and encourage you to think
seriously about ‘Time.’ But more specifically about how time is a gift to be
given. Time given in a visit to a friend. Time given being a pastoral visitor. Time
given behind the scenes in the many roles of the church. I want to leave you
with one last quote from Mother Teresa, “Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has
not yet come. We have only today. Let us begin.” Let us begin doing the work
of the church every day in our lives in how we live. Let us begin showing and
sharing God’s love with all in how we use our time. Let us begin to act justly.
Let us begin loving mercy. Let us begin walking humbly with our God, today,
now, in our time. And I can only imagine the multitude of gifts that will come
when we live each day in such a way, for Kingswells Church, for our community,
for the Church of Scotland, and the world beyond. So let us indeed begin.
Grace and Peace,
Rev. Alisa McDonald
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PASTORAL CARE
As Ian Gordon has now stepped down from his role as leader of the Pastoral
Team, I am temporarily acting as convener to the group. The Kirk Session is
extremely grateful for Ian’s dedication and service to the work of the Pastoral
Care Team. It is hoped that a new Leader will be found shortly to lead the
team, and that my caretaker role will be of a short duration.
Our team of visitors and area co-ordinators provide an invaluable service in
maintaining contact with our members. As always, we could do with more
visitors, so if you feel you would like to be part of the visiting team, please let
me know. Visitors are reminded to let either myself or Alisa know of anyone
who is in hospital, ill at home, or in need of a visit.
Services at Kingsmead Home continue on the fourth Sunday of each month,
and are appreciated by the residents and the staff. Music, particularly the old
well-known hymns, can soothe, stimulate and bring to mind long-forgotten
memories. You would be made very welcome if you’d like to come along to
add your support to these services.
Although it’s only September, dates for Christmas events are already filling up.
The Seniors Christmas Carol Service will be held on Sunday 3rd December at
3pm. Invitations will be delivered closer to the event, but please keep a note
of the date in your diary.
Lorna Graham, Acting Convenor

Dementia Awareness
As part of the Local Church Review the Pastoral Care Committee was asked to
source training for area visitors who may have to visit members of the
congregation suffering from dementia.
Following discussion with Sarah Geoghegan of Alzheimer’s Scotland it was
agreed that Sarah would give a presentation on Dementia Awareness. This took
place on the evening of Tuesday 5 September 2017 in the Church Halls. Thirty
people attended, which included both visitors and non-visitors.
The format for the evening was primarily based on interaction between the
presenter and the audience. The initial session detailed a list of symptoms
associated with dementia and the audience had to connect them to a list of
possible answers. This was very interesting and also thought provoking,
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resulting in a great deal of debate. Throughout the debate Sarah gave examples
of how to deal with specific situations.
The evening then moved on to Sarah detailing some helpful hints when
meeting people suffering from dementia. The following are some of the points
raised:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Be calm and patient
Face the person, speak clearly and slowly
Use short simple sentences and say exactly what you mean
Allow plenty time for the person to take in what you say and to reply
Talk about familiar people, places and ideas.
Try not to confuse or embarrass the person by correcting them bluntly.
Don’t ask questions which test their memory, eg “who am I? or “what
did you do yesterday?

Alzheimer’s Scotland hold a wide range of events in the North East of Scotland
for people suffering from dementia. If you are interested please visit their
website – www.alzscot.org
This is a very brief summary of the presentation which received very positive
comments from those who attended. I have no doubt that the area visitors will
now be better prepared if called upon to visit a member of the congregation
suffering from dementia.
Ian Gordon

HARVEST THANKSGIVING
Our Harvest Thanksgiving Service will take place on Sunday 8th October at
11am.
This year instead of distributing flowers and gifts from the Harvest table to the
older members of our congregation, the Kirk Session has agreed that we
should support two local charities who care for the disadvantaged and
homeless people in Aberdeen.
Instant Neighbour and Cyrenians are the two local charities we will support
this year, and we are therefore asking for donations of tinned and dried goods
to help both these organisations. I hope that we will be able to demonstrate
our care and concern for those less fortunate, and that our faith in action will
lead to a harvest table laden with donations.
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If you are unable to be in church for Harvest Thanksgiving, there is a box in the
vestry where donations can be left.
Our older members are not being overlooked, as each week the flowers in the
church are delivered by visitors to senior members of the church or those just
home from hospital, so contact and care is maintained for those who are
unable to attend church.
God of harvest, gardener supreme,
you place us at the Centre.
You feed us, equip us and
having provided for us
look to a different harvest a fruitfulness of lives in service to you and others.
God of harvest, feed us, prune us,
harvest us that our lives
might bring glory to you.
(Source: www.faithandworship.com/harvest_thanksgiving_liturgy_prayers.htm)

FUNDRAISING EVENTS
There are two fundraising events for you to note in your diary, and come along
to add your support.
The first is a Soup and Sweet lunch following the church service on Sunday 29th
October. Come along to enjoy some tasty home-made soup and a sweet.
There will be a basket for donations for this, and the money raised will go
towards the purchase of new chairs for our choir.
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The second event is on Friday 1st December, when the choir will present a
Christmas Crackers Concert in the church, followed by refreshments in the
halls.
The Fundraising Group look forward to welcoming you to both events.
Lorna Graham

BIBLE STUDY GROUP
The Bible Study group is meets on a Wednesday
at 9.30 in the halls and at the moment we are
studying from the Lifebuilders Series – ‘Living in
Christ’ which is taken from John chapters 13 –
17. This study encourages us to be anchored and
continually connected and in touch with Jesus. Living in Christ brings
peace, joy and love, answers to prayers and fruitfulness in service.
We look forward to learning more from these chapters and we
encourage anyone interested to come along and join us – we will be
pleased to see you. If you have any questions about the study please
contact Anne Rodger 01224 743742

CRECHE AND YOUNG CHURCH
The Crèche and Young Church meet each week and
are much-valued members of our church family.
The Young Church members join the congregation
for the beginning of the service and then go
through to the halls to follow their own
programme which mirrors the theme of the
sermon. The crèche meets in the halls during the
service and children have fun playing with the
toys. We give thanks for the children who come along regularly and
extend a welcome to any who would like to join them. Please contact
Anne Rodger 01224 743742 if you would like to find out more.
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BUILDINGS, FABRIC AND MAINTENANCE
There are no major project works happening at the church or manse at present
that I can report on, but as always there is a steady to-do list regarding ongoing
maintenance and improvements.
Hopefully by the time this newsletter is published a new baby changing unit
will have been installed in the halls toilet area, and that the halls main entrance
door will have been repainted. We are currently researching the costs for
several possible improvement projects such as; updating and replacing the
church sign, installing Wi-Fi via 4G, and possibly adding a video link to
complement our existing audio link between the church and the halls - this
would greatly enhance the experience of attendees where numbers mean that
the halls must accommodate the overspill.
Thanks again to all on the Fabric and Finance Committee for their continued
assistance.
Mike Reid

MONEY MATTERS
Treasurer’s Report September 2017
The financial report for the first eight months of the year makes reasonably
welcome reading.
Immediately below is a summary of the General Fund
Item

Last year
This year Change This full
to
31 to
31 minus = year
August
August
bad
budget

Congregation
al Income
Other
Total income
Expenditure
Surplus

34,827

33,474

-1,353

52,400

5,325
40,151
35,983
4,168

4,987
38,461
34,895
3,566

-338
-1,691
1,088
-603

8,750
61,150
60,278
872

This
year as
% age of
full year
budget
64%
57%
63%
61%

All the sub headings in our General Fund are running at below the level of last
year and both our total income and our total expenditure are running at a
lesser percentage of the budget than the 67% which we might expect being

8

two thirds of the way through the year. As I have said many times before this
is the one area of the budget over which we, as a congregation have most
potential influence.
Most of the expenditure headings are largely out with our control but
thankfully several of them are likely to be underspent by the end of the year
mainly thanks to the way in which certain payments have been rescheduled so
this will effectively be a “one off” benefit.
Since the underspends on expenditure are so numerous it looks as we shall
exceed our general fund surplus target of £872.
Looking at the overall fund balances
Increase/
Decrease
1,100

Closing
Balance
2,400

624

1,775

2,399

Sub Total
Restricted
Funds
Fabric Fund
General
Fund

1,924

2,875

4,799

13,012
23,869

1,172
3,566

4,799
27,435

Total Funds

38,805

7,613

46,418

Special
Fund
Picture
Fund

Opening
Balance
1,300

In recent years, it is evident that the drain on our funds has been the upkeep
of the buildings – manse, church and halls but this is the way the Church of
Scotland does things – some may argue that this is the wrong emphasis but be
that as it may – the buildings are the focal point of worship where we gather
each Sunday to praise God and to enjoy fellowship one with another. It was
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the way it was done by our predecessors and for the time being at least we
follow that tradition.
At present the congregational income is still heavily dependent on the giving
of less than a quarter of the members on the membership roll. Also, less than
a dozen members have actually increased their giving in the last twelve
months. Surely it behoves each and every one of us – not just those few - to
give willingly and regularly according to our individual means, thereby ensuring
the continuation of the church as both a spiritual and a physical presence here
in Kingswells.
Jim Henderson, Treasurer

GUILD
‘GO IN LOVE’ - This was the theme for this year's Annual Gathering
in the Caird Hall, Dundee - a theme which ties in with the Guild's
theme for 2017/18. Five of our Guild members from Kingswells
joined around two thousand others for an uplifting, inspiring day
of singing, learning and fellowship. The meeting, as usual, was
superbly organised and the wonderful pipe organ, played by the organist of
the Episcopal cathedral, was a great bonus.
The excellent main speakers were the present Moderator who hopes, during
his year of office, to explore around hospitality and welcome. How we treat
the stranger and the vulnerable in our communities is key
to how we express our Christian faith. After lunch Dr Pam
Cairns (Photo) spoke of her work as a trustee of the charity
- The Free to Live Trust. The Trust seeks to improve the
lives of street children and the victims of modern slavery.
Currently the Trust is building a home for the abandoned
children of trafficked sex workers in Pune, India
Earlier in the afternoon we were entertained by the Heart & Soul Swing Band
- they entertain at the Heart & Soul event in Princes St Gardens during the
Assembly and any thoughts of the Guild members being a fuddy, duddy lot
were truly dispelled. Members dancing in the aisles - well I never!!!
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Technology is catching up also. In the past, the annual meeting has been
streamed to many churches throughout the country. This year we made
contact during the meeting with the group in Kirk Yetholm but not,
unfortunately, as we had hoped, with those in Fochabers.
A splendid day was had in perfect weather - and thank-you to the chauffer!
The opening meeting of KINGSWELLS GUILD is on TUESDAY 24 OCTOBER at
7.30pm and the Rededication Service will take place on Sunday 22 September
at 11.00am when we will have a talk from Mr Scott Wood on PLAYLIST FOR
LIFE a charity set up by Sally Magnuson re 'music and Dementia'! I expect this
to be a fascinating talk - all are welcome, see you then!
Chris Maxwell

THE CHOIR

The Choir have been very busy since Easter
working on material for a CD which is in its
final stages of completion. We hope to have
the CD ready for our Christmas concert
‘CHRISTMAS CRACKERS’ to be held in the
Church on Friday 1st December. Please keep
this date free and come along and support
this fundraiser. It is an evening of mixed
seasonal music set to poems, stories and interesting facts compiled
by our organist Hugh. We hope our CD may prove to be a welcome
Christmas gift or to be enjoyed by yourselves. We are now working
on the 9 LESSONS AND CAROLS which is to be held at the morning
Service on Sunday 24th December. Finally, we welcome Ailey Burns a
soprano into the Choir. We hope she will enjoy her time with us.
Thanks for your support in the past and we look forward to a Joyous
Christmas together.
Hugh & Elizabeth Melvin
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At this time where there is so much unrest in the
world; where people are being displaced by
ruthless regimes through terrorism and war, it is
perhaps appropriate that we focus our thoughts
and reflect and pray for all who suffer at the hands of injustice and pray
for change.
Dear God of all,
Nations and peoples come and go amidst the eternity of your good
purposes,
governments and dictators,
presidents and prime ministers,
military juntas and civilian administrations,
all are weighed in the balance of your history,
tested by your demands of covenant justice, and found wanting.
For we struggle to govern and build with a big enough span of hospitality.
We who know so much about self-interest find is so much harder to foster
safe welcome for everyone.
We who long for life and liberty find the construction of hope so elusive.
At our best we have managed greatness, at our worst, we have managed
the almost unimaginable.
So now the tide turns in parts of the world grown larger in the media
atlas: more countries join the unfolding list of nations whose history
shudders across a new threshold.
Watching, we pray for all who live in uncertain times.
We remember that the journeys towards hope are fraught with difficulty
and risk.
We pray for people taking to their familiar streets in the less familiar guise
of revolutionary.
We pray for families striving to keep track of one another amidst chaos
and terrible rumour.
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We pray for those within whom passion burns and those who tremble in
fear of what a new day might bring.
We pray for those who find their businesses burning and their bodies
broken.
We pray for the dying and those who mourn a loved one.
We pray for police and army who have taken sides and now find
themselves tested by the spirit of their neighbours.
We pray for leaders watching from behind the gilded cages they have
built for themselves.
We pray for those who have great power behind the scenes, that they
might be touched by the deep longings of their people for a better life and
let change be.
We pray for those who have done well under an old regime and who now
contemplate awful things to ensure their survival.
We pray for the United Nations in its faltering watch over our world; may
its corridors and meeting rooms be the places for urgent conversation
that averts violence and brutality.
We pray for the governments of watching nations who have collaborated
with the past and now call for the future.
We pray for our government, that we might be part of a better dawn for
people of a distant land.
We pray for ourselves, that we might be more than watchers of news.
God of the nations and all their peoples, hear our prayer, in the name of
he who knew and loved a nation, but embraced all creation with
redeeming love.
This reflection and prayer has been written by the Rev Neil Thorogood, Director of
Pastoral Studies at Westminster College, Cambridge.

BUILDING BRIDGES
The Queensferry Crossing was blessed by our Moderator the Rev Dr Derek
Browning emphasising that bridges are ‘symbols of inclusion and hope’. Dr
Browning said ‘bridges are about connecting, they overcome barriers, bring
people together and span divides. Bridges help us to be people of possibility,
reaching out in faith across chasms of fear, loneliness, intolerance and
prejudice, and to do this in the name of Jesus who did the same things. In a
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world where people are often isolated, we should not build walls, we should
build bridges. We should not shut out, we should welcome in. If we want to be
true to our faith in Jesus, be part of a bridge that reaches out’.
Are we building bridges in Kingswells?
The Blessing
This is a bridge
That connects the land:
A bridge to honour
The contours of earth, air and water,
All gloriously united.
This is a bridge
That celebrates the skills
Of hand and heart and mind:
Concrete and steel, style and shape,
All gloriously created.
This is a bridge
That enables the movement of people:
Through space and time,
In coming and going,
All gloriously dynamic.
God bless this bridge;
God bless this Queensferry Crossing,
And all who travel on it.

Church of Scotland Web Page and Editor
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SOCKS FOR KATAMNDU ORPHANAGE
Marjory Haddow, one of our members, has been in contact with the
orphanage in Katmandu for about six years. She first sent money then decided
as she was already knitting socks for
friends she asked them for a donation
for the orphanage. In that time Marjory
has knitted over 90 pairs of socks!
Though recently she felt her knitting
days were over her friend Katie said,
‘What about all the little cold feet in
Nepal?’
Marjory decided to knit
everyone at the orphanage, children ad
and staff, a pair of socks. She says,
‘Fortunately, Katie agreed to help. All
the children had their feet measured
and we received sizes and names. All were of various sizes and colours. In total
45 pairs of socks were knitted. We allowed a few extra so that everyone could
choose the ones they wanted. After posting them we waited, and just when
we had decided they had got lost – they arrived over six weeks later.’
The photographs show the children after the socks had been distributed and
the happy faces of everyone. At the moment, there are no plans to knit a spare
pair for them all!!
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OUR MISSION
WE BELIEVE G OD HAS CALLED
US TO:
Celebrate the Life of Christ
Care for one another
Cultivate personal growth, and
Communicate the Love of God, by work
and action, in our community and in the
world.

Contacts:
Minister: Rev Alisa McDonald, 01224740229
Alisa.McDonald@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerk: Mrs Lorna Graham 01224 313048
lorna@ kingswellschurch.com
Web Site: www.kingswellschurch.com
Newsletter Editor: Jeff Maxwell 01224743857
jeff.maxwell@btinternet.com
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