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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
PALM SUNDAY
Sunday 20 March All-Age Service at 11.00am
MAUNDY THURSDAY
Service at 7.00pm
GOOD FRIDAY
Joint Service at South Holburn at 7.30pm
MESSY CHURCH
Sunday 20 March 3.00pm – 5.00pm
Sunday 19 June 3.00pm – 5.00pm
EASTER SUNDAY & COMMUNION
27 MARCH AT 11.00AM
FAIRTRADE BREAKFAST AT 9.30AM
Easter Communion at Kingsmead at 2.00pm

PENTECOST JOINT CONGREGATION EVENT
Sunday 15 May at 1.30pm
Pentecost Family Picnic at Craigiebuckler Church.
Bring your own picnic; there will be a joint choir, praise
band and activities for children.
CHOIR SPRING CONCERT
Friday 22 April at 7.30pm
VINTAGE AFTERNOON TEA
Saturday 18 June 2.00pm

FROM THE MANSE
Dear All,
Spring is here, and Easter is just around the corner. Easter is such
a wonderful holiday full of family traditions, Easter bunny,
chocolate eggs, egg rolls. But, for those of us who believe, the
resurrection is crucially important to our faith. If Christ was not
raised, we have no hope. On Easter Day we celebrate that Christ
has conquered death. We take great joy in proclaiming, “He is
Risen, He is Risen Indeed!” Easter, or Resurrection Sunday, as I
prefer to call it, is indeed just around the corner.
As you may know Easter will also be my last Sunday with you
before going on maternity leave. I am thrilled that I can rejoice
and celebrate with you on this special occasion. We hope to have
a Locum in place soon for the period of my maternity leave. The
Rev. Ewen Gilchrist of Cults Parish Church, is stepping in again as
our Interim Moderator. I will be taking a full maternity leave this
time, which means I will be returning to Kingswells May 2017. It
will be hard not seeing everyone, so please feel free to drop by
the manse at any time. No guarantee on the state of the manse
though with two little ones!
I hope for you all a very blessed and happy Easter.
Grace and Peace,
Alisa

LOCAL CHURCH REVIEW – ACTION PLAN

The last few newsletters have contained information about the
Local Church Review, and many of you will have attended the
Sunday soup and discussion event in February. The Kirk Session
are now working on the ideas discussed, and an action plan will
be discussed at the Kirk Session Meeting at the end of March. For
this plan to be really effective, it will require the involvement of
everyone in the congregation, with each of us doing what we can
to ensure the future of the church in Kingswells and the wider

community. Each of the church committees will have a part to
play in achieving results, so if you’d like to help them in making
things happen, why not offer to share your skills and put our
church logo “Together we can make a difference” into action.
Lorna Graham, Session Clerk

HILL OF CROSSES - LITHUANIA

The Hill Of Crosses in northern Lithuania (see front cover) has
been a site of pilgrimage for hundreds of years. Consisting of a
hill bristling with hundreds of thousands of crosses of every size
and design, it is a powerful testament to religious devotion where pilgrims descend to plead with Jesus for miracles. The
tradition of leaving crosses began after an uprising against the
Russian tsar was put down in 1831. When crosses continued to
appear the soviet authorities stationed KGB agents around the
site to stop people sneaking through the forest to plant crosses.
In 1991, when Lithuania acquired its long awaited independence,
the hill became a dual symbol of
Lithuania's Catholic faith and her
national identity (from Daily Mail
article June 2013). The day I
visited, tour groups were arriving
regularly. Crosses were being sold
in booths near the entrance gate,
and visitors and pilgrims alike
walked along a roughly half-mile
path to the hill itself. I took one of
our very small Kingswells crosses along with me, and planted it
at the front where it could be visible. The crosses available to buy
already had spikes in them so they could be placed securely. It
was moving and quiet as people walked around, reflecting on the
history of the site, and their own personal reasons for visiting.
Anne Carmichael

THE GUILD
As with last year, we have not had to cancel any
meetings this session - so far – because of the weather!
However, as I write this, there is snow lying around!!
We all enjoyed our Christmas Party in December when
the highlight yet again was of course, the delicious fish
suppers! Although Santa did not attend in person everyone
received a Christmas gift.
It's hard to believe we now have only two meetings left this
session. Our first meeting of the New year was very much
enjoyed by all who were able to attend. We shared a light
Scottish lunch and were wonderfully entertained once again by
our own Dorothy Taylor who happily agreed to return due to
popular demand! At our next meeting on 23 February we heard
about Abigail Ministries and saw how one man's determination
to build a school in Africa has been achieved and how the project
continues to be supported and progressed by Abigail Ministries.
At our March meeting (22nd) we look forward to hearing from
Evelyn Cook who some ladies may remember accompanied Ted
Munyard when he came to a lunchtime meeting and read some of
the poems he has written. Evelyn will tell us of her trip to Nepal
and following this we will hold our AGM. Sadly our treasurer
Joyce Jones has decided to stand down at the end of this session
so we will be looking for a new treasurer. Our last meeting of
this session is our Open Evening on 26 April when we look
forward to a“Scots Nicht” of entertainment courtesy of our own
Donald Grassie and friends. We will be inviting members of
other guilds so why not come along and bring your friends to
what promises to be a very enjoyable evening.
The World Day of Prayer this year was held here in Kingswells
church on 4 March. It was a lovely service, written by the women
of Cuba. Although numbers attending were not high, there was a
warm feeling of fellowship and togetherness among those who
were able to attend, and we were delighted to welcome Joy Allan
to give the address.

Our numbers at guild meetings have perhaps been a little
diminished this year so if you already attend please try to bring a
friend with you to our next meetings and if you do not already
come along to our meetings why not give it a try – who knows
you may enjoy it! If you have any ideas for meetings or speakers
or outings – or indeed anything that you think our members
would enjoy please let the committee know or bring your ideas
along to the AGM. The Guild is your meeting so please let us
know what you enjoy and, of course, if there is anything you
don't enjoy!
A warm welcome is assured for anyone who would like to come
along and join us at any of our meetings. Details of our syllabus
and other information about the Guild are available on our notice
board in the church hall.
Joyce Taylor, Secretary (279976)

BIBLE STUDY
Psalm 145:13-16 - “The Lord is faithful to all his
promises and loving toward all he has made. The
Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are
bowed down. Everyone depends on you and when the
time is right you open your hand and satisfy the
desires of all who live.”
We studied part of Psalm 145 at Bible Study and found it to be a lovely
Psalm full of comfort and reassurance, rejoicing in the unfailing
faithfulness and love of God. It certainly opened up great opportunity
for discussion and conversation.
One of the questions was “How would your life change if you were to
more fully trust and believe that God is gracious, compassionate, rich in
love and good to all, faithful to all his promises and loving towards all
he has made? “
Can I make the suggestion that you read these verses of Psalm 145:116 and then ask yourself this question?
You can see from this the sort of things we discuss at Bible Study and
you can also see that you don’t need to have great knowledge of the
Bible to come along, just a desire to read more of God’s word and then
discuss it with others in the same position as yourself.

We have changed the morning of our meeting to Wednesday at 9.30
and if you want to know anything more about the group please call
Anne Rodger on 01224 743742.

FUNDRAISING AND SOCIAL EVENTS
The Fundraising team are grateful for the support received from the
congregation and community for all the events arranged last year. The
funds raised last year helped towards the cost of the new overhead
projectors and the laptop which have done so much to improve the
visibility of the hymn words during Sunday service.
Kingswells is an incredibly generous and giving church as can be seen
by the support given to the fundraising events, and to the various
appeals for different charity groups during the year.
The first social and fundraising event this year is in April, when the
Choir will be presenting a Spring Concert on Friday 22nd April. The
concert will have a wide variety of musical pieces, with some
recitations, and guests. As always this promises to be a most enjoyable
evening, followed by tea and home baking. Tickets will be available in
church shortly, and also at the door on the evening of the event. Please
come along to support the Choir and enjoy the results of their
rehearsals.
In June we will be holding a special Vintage
Afternoon Tea event with fine china, fine
sandwiches and ‘fancy’ pieces, music and good
company. Keep the date in your diary and
come along on the afternoon of Saturday 18th
June.
Last year we started to collect our coppers for Kingswells Church, and
so far we have raised over £200 from this very simple initiative. Thank
you to all who have saved, and if you’d like to join in with this, there
are always some penny jars available in church on Sunday.
The fundraising team are keen to recruit some more members, so if
you’d like to lend a hand and bring along some new ideas you would be
most welcome.
Lorna Graham, Session Clerk

PRAYER CHAIN
We can support you in bringing your worries,
hurts and joys before God with the help of our
Prayer Chain.
We are pleased to pray
regularly for a wide variety of topics and we
want you to know that nothing is too small to
bring before God. If you would like us to pray
for you there is a box at the entrance to the church you can fill in one of
the forms and pop it in, otherwise speak to Anne Rodger 01224
743742 or the Minister.

BOOK GROUP
The Book Group is a very informal meeting and we
enjoy reading and discussing books with a Christian
theme. We have chosen a few books to be reading
and chatting about over the next few months that
include, ‘ In Between’ by Jenny Lee Jones on 11th
April and ‘God's Smuggler’ by Father Andrew on 9th May. The gettogethers, including tea/coffee and perhaps a cake, are held in
member’s houses, so if you are interested in finding out any more
please speak to Anne Rodger or any of the members of the group.

PASTORAL CARE
On Sunday 13 December 2015 we held the annual Carol Service and
Afternoon Tea for our Senior Members and almost 50 people attended.
It was good to see members, who can’t attend church on a regular
basis, enjoying the opportunity to be in the company of old friends and
acquaintances. We are now making plans for the Summer Communion
and Strawberry Tea for Senior Members and, subject to the availability
of our Locum Minister, we hope to hold this event in June.
The questionnaire that was distributed to members of the
congregation as part of the Local Church Review contained a section on
Pastoral Care and invited comment on the strengths and weaknesses of
the Pastoral Care Team and Visitors. Although some members did
reply I had hoped for a greater response as I feel it is important to get
the views of as many people as possible so that we can gauge how we
are performing as a team and most importantly how we can improve
the service. I would therefore be grateful if those members who did not

respond
could
send
me
a
note
by
e-mail
to
ianmgordon15@btinternet.com or give me a call on 01224 743397. As
a reminder the three main points of the Pastoral Care Remit are:•
Support the Minister in meeting the pastoral needs of
members
•
Oversee and co-ordinate the visitation, maintenance of
contact and communication with members and
adherents.
•
Provide support and care to members and adherents as
necessary.
Unfortunately, we have recently lost some visitors due to varying
circumstances and are keen to recruit new members to the team. The
prime purpose of visiting is to keep in contact with members, ensure
that they receive the pastoral care they wish and that they are kept
informed of church activities. Visitors are, where possible, asked to
visit members quarterly, usually before communion. If you feel that
you could fulfil this role please give me a call or speak to your
visitor.
Ian Gordon, Pastoral Team Leader
01224 743397.

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES
Deaths
Mrs Doris Stewart, Balmedie Eventide Home(formerly Clova Park)
Mr Roy Cobban, Westdyke Drive, Westhill
Kathleen Pirie, Ruthrieston Care Home
Norman Abel, Edmond Gardens, Kingswells
Baptisms
Sophia May Benzie, Bridge of Don, Aberdeen

MONEY MATTERS
Financial Review 2015
The total income for the combined Restricted and Unrestricted funds
increased during the year by £1,816. The level of congregational giving
into the general revenue account has increased slightly.
The combined income from other sources, primarily use of rooms has
once again continued to decrease compared to the previous year albeit

more slowly. In 2015 we had twelve groups who used the halls and
whilst this appears to spread the risk, four groups provided 75% of the
income.
There has been an increase of £3,658 in expenditure that is principally
due to an increase in the expenditure on fabric maintenance as we
steadily carry out necessary repairs to the external fabric of the church
itself. The overall cost of the ministry is very much the same as it was
during the previous year. Expenditures on most other headings are
relatively similar to last year.
Unrestricted funds show a surplus for the year of £1,930, and an
increase in the accumulated deposit balance to £49,479. The Restricted
Funds decreased by £3,746 to a mere £139. The overall combined fund
balance at the end of 2016 was £49,618 (2014 - £51,434) a reduction
of £1,816.
Outlook for 2016
The results for the first two months of the year are very much in line
with expectations. Our forecast for the general fund is a modest
surplus but there remains considerable expenditure on the current
work on the church and we expect other items of substance to be
necessary during the coming year. Should this prove to be the case
then we can expect another overall deficit in 2016, which will impact
adversely on our existing reserves. Replacement income from hall
lettings is proving difficult to find and fundraising is already virtually
maximised.
In order to safeguard the financial future of Kingswells Church, in my
December report I urged all members to increase their giving with the
potential for increasing income by around £3,000 per annum and to
date it appears that less than a dozen have done so, which means that
we are well short of that target.
Given that we appear to be experiencing a net decline in membership
year on year I can only continue to remind members of the need to
review their giving regularly: so may I once again urge all members
who have not already done so to review their level of giving as soon
as possible.
The solution is in your hands.

Jim Henderson, Treasurer

BUILDINGS FABRIC AND MAINTENANCE
We have not yet managed to progress with the investigatory work on
the north gable wall, however this should begin before the end of this
month. As explained in the last quarterly newsletter we will only know
what level of repairs will be needed to the wall once the interior
plaster is removed. It may be the case that we will have to install a
waterproof membrane to manage moisture ingress inherent to the
lime mortar used extensively in the wall construction. If this is the case,
this may be a costly repair.
The new church projector
system is now installed and
operational. It provides the
congregation with a clear and
consistent view of projected
hymns
and
video
presentations, and I'm sure it
will become a great asset
going forward. I would like to
thank Holburn HiFi for their
professionalism and support they have given us during the early stages
of its use.
Apart from routine maintenance to the manse, the only major work of
note completed, is repairs to the perimeter fence that was caused by
recent storm damage.

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
15 – 21 MAY
This is the week we love every
neighbour. Jesus calls us to love our
neighbour as ourselves, and not just
the ones next door or at the end of the
street. Christian Aid Week unites over
20,000 churches to put this love in to
action. Kingswells Church will
undertake
a
House-to-House
collection. Please join us - see Chris
Maxwell (01224743857)

Morsheda’s story
Morsheda is a young mother of four living in Bangladesh. She has no land,
few assets and no savings.
For Morsheda’s family living on low-lying islands in the Brahmaputra
River, floods are a terrifying part of everyday life. Morsheda can’t even
count on having a safe place to call home: the single-room, corrugated-iron
house she shares with her children has been flooded four times.
‘I feel very scared of the river. When I look at it I keep thinking “it is
coming”.’
Dangers all around
One year, her humble house filled up to her knees with floodwater. To stay
dry, and keep away from the dangerous snakes that now swam through
her home she raised her bed up on bricks. But during the night she was
woken by a loud splash. In the pitch black, her baby son had fallen into the
inky water. He could have drowned in moments.
Race against time
In a bad year, huge waves crashed against her house, giving her less than
an hour to uproot her home and scramble to safety. Racing against time,
she gathered her terrified children together and hastily made a raft from a
banana tree.
At any moment, it could have tipped and plunged
them into the swirling waters, but it was their only
hope. She put her youngest daughter in a cooking
pot and clung to it as it floated in the current.
‘My children were so scared. My sister was
holding them very tightly and we were
panicking because my neighbour’s child was
washed away.’
The floods are coming
Morsheda and her children live a precarious life. They know that the
floods will come again, and soon. But we can lift our neighbours like
Morsheda to safety.
Just £250 is enough for a Christian Aid Home Safety Package. It could
flood-proof Morsheda’s home, raising it eight foot on an earth plinth, so
that she has a safe place to rebuild, keep livestock and grow crops. It could
also buy a goat, seeds and a wormery to help produce compost – all of
which will give her a long-term income and a solid foundation for a new
life.
‘If I could raise my house then I would feel much safer living here
with my children.’

CHOIR NEWS
The Choir are busy rehearsing for Easter Sunday. We
also have a fundraising concert entitled ' EVENING OF
SONG AND ANECDOTES'. This will be held in the
Church on Friday 22nd April at 7.30 pm. Please keep
this date clear. We look forward to seeing you there. Elizabeth and I
extend to all our choir members our thanks for their hard work and to
all for your support. It is very gratifying to us both. If you would like to
join our choir (you do not require to be able to read music) do contact
Elizabeth or myself. You will be made very welcome.
Hugh and Elizabeth Melvin

WALKING GROUP
Walks Schedule for 2016
Keep fit and enjoy good company! The walks
are leisurely, always interesting and an
opportunity to take the benefit of fresh air
and our wonderful scenery and countryside.
Not to be missed!!
Date
30 April
28 May
25 June
30 July

Walk
Bucksburn Basin
Kildrummy
Scolty)
Balmoral Circular
Start)

(9.00am

Leader
Kay/Wilma
Kay/Wilma
Kay/Wilma
Kay/Wilma

Cost
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00

All walks start from the Church Car Park at 9.30am except 30 July
Any enquiries please contact Kay on 743397

CITY WIDE PRAYER GATHERINGS
Anne Rodger writes - I have been attending the prayer gatherings for a
few months, and found them to be a very uplifting experience.
Members from many different denominations meet together and it is a
pleasure to meet so many people committed to praying for the city and
for the current issues in the world. We usually have a time of praise
followed by prayer in smaller groups and the minister of the host

church tells us something of the work done by the congregation in
their area of the city.

Not everyone is comfortable praying out loud in a group and it is
perfectly acceptable to pray silently. Prayer is such a powerful thing
that it is a pleasure to bring before God the problems experienced in
Aberdeen and beyond, and also to give thanks for the wonderful
answers to our prayers. Everyone is welcome to come along, meet with
other Christians and come into God’s presence in prayer.
The next few meetings are:18th March St Devenick’s Episcopal Church, Cults
15th April Old Machar Church, bridge of Don
20th May The Citadel, Castlegate.
The full list of the host churches for 2016 is on the notice board in the
halls.
“Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you
into exile. Pray to the Lord for it because if it prospers, you too will
prosper”. Jeremiah 29:7

Moderator announces first ‘Farming Minister’
Rt
Rev
Dr
Angus
Morrison unveiled the
“innovative and creative”
'farming minister' post
during a visit to Ayr
livestock mart Tuesday 8
March.
The Church of Scotland is
appointing its first ever
dedicated
"farming
minister" to help support
people in the hard-pressed agricultural industry. Moderator of the

General Assembly the Rev Dr Angus Morrison unveiled the "innovative
and creative" Pioneer Ministry post during a visit to Ayr Mart this
morning. The announcement has been warmly welcomed by National
Farmers Union Scotland and rural charity RSABI who say the perilous
state of the ailing sector is taking a "serious" toll on the health and
wellbeing of many people who too often "suffer in silence".
Union leaders say low produce prices and major problems with
Common Agricultural Policy payments were contributing to high levels
of stress and mental health issues among farmers, who often feel
isolated and cut off from other people. Dr Morrison, who grew up in
the Highlands, said: "I am delighted to announce the creation of this
new ground breaking post to reach out to people in the farming
community in Ayrshire. It is hoped that through this new position the
Church can meet farmers where they are and build relationships that
will allow an understanding of the issues and stresses related to
modern day farming. The Church cares deeply about people in all our
communities and I am confident that whoever fills this important role
will make a substantial difference to the lives of many people. Ayr
Presbytery is to be warmly congratulated for responding to a pressing
need in such an imaginative way."
The Pioneer Minister, who is expected to have a keen understanding of
rural affairs, will visit farms to provide spiritual and family support,
counselling and champion the industry, workers' rights and encourage
people to buy local produce. They will also interact with young farmer
groups, NFU representatives, visit the weekly livestock mart, annual
agriculture shows and draw together groups of people linked to the
industry like vets, mart staff and estate workers. The five-year pilot
post, which is being advertised shortly, could be rolled out across other
parts of rural Scotland in the future if it proves successful in
reconnecting rural Ayrshire with Christianity.
Christine Cuthbertson, Ayrshire Regional Manager for NFU Scotland
said: "Having been with NFU Scotland for almost 20 years, I cannot
recall a time where farmers in Ayrshire have had to face such a storm
of ill winds battering against them. Exceptionally poor commodity
prices across all sectors, especially for many of our dairy producers,
and the delay in European farm support payments from the Scottish
Government, are taking a serious toll on farmer's health, businesses
and family life. The creation of a new rural ministry within Ayrshire
will provide a vital support role to those who are suffering."

PRAYER SPACE AT KINGSWELLS PRIMARY
Some scenes from a very successful Prayer Space Week at Kingswells
Primary – ‘Being Still’, ‘Trees of Hope’, ‘Thanksgiving Hearts’ and
‘Forgiveness’.

Contacts: Minister: Rev Alisa McDonald, 01224 740229,
Alisa.McDonald@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerk: Mrs Lorna Graham 01224 313048
lorna@ kingswellschurch.com
Web Site: www.kingswellschurch.com

