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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Guild Dedication Service
Sunday 25 September 2016 at 11.00am
Celebration of Sacrament of Holy Communion
Sunday 2 October 2016 at 11.00am
Cluster Group Harvest Worship and Supper at Mannofield
Sunday 2 October at 6.00pm
Harvest Thanksgiving at Kingswells
Sunday 9 October at 11.00am
Remembrance Service
Sunday 13 November at 10.50am
Christmas Carol Service and Tea for the Seniors
Sunday 4 December at 3.00pm
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
Sunday 18 December at 11.00am
Christingle Service
Saturday 24 December at 6.00pm
Christmas Eve Service
Saturday 24 December at 11.15 for 11.30pm
Christmas Day Worship
Sunday 25 December at 11.00am
Contacts: Interim Moderator: Rev Ewen Gilchrist
EGilchrist@churchofscotland.org.uk Tel 01224861692
Session Clerk: Mrs Lorna Graham 01224 313048
lorna@ kingswellschurch.com
Web Site: www.kingswellschurch.com
Locum Minister: Rev Dr Norman Maciver 01651869434
norirene@aol.com
Newsletter Editor: Jeff Maxwell 01224743857
jeff.maxwell@btinternet.com

FROM OUR LOCUM MINISTER
First of all, can I thank you on behalf of Irene and myself for your
kind welcome during my first weeks as your Locum Minister. When
we retired from Newhills ten years ago, little did we think that we
would be back here ministering amongst those who for so long had
been our neighbours.
In the recently approved Presbytery Review of the congregation,
amongst other things, you were commended for your attention as a
church to the pastoral needs of the congregation. In my time with
you, I have enjoyed already visiting some of those who are, just
now, unable to attend church regularly. However, there is a growing
parish out there and there is no doubt in my mind that regular
Sunday attendances could be and should be higher, not least, as
the Presbytery Review identifies, among young people. As I write,
we are in the middle of a preaching series on ‘The shape of a
healthy church’ and a healthy church must include a clear reflection
of the range of people in the parish. There is outreach work to be
done, not least now that another church is being established within
your parish.
And so all of us are facing a challenge. First of all, we must
endeavour to increase the regular attendance of members at
Sunday worship. Secondly, we, each of us, must make a deliberate
point of giving personal invitations to families, friends, neighbours
and colleagues to join us in worship. We have opportunities now as
we celebrate the work of the Guild, the Lord’s Supper and then
Harvest in the coming weeks, as well as our on-going weekly
worship. It would be especially encouraging to see some more
young folk in church Sunday by Sunday. All will receive the warmest
of welcomes.
Of course, the Lord has sustained and blessed you in the past, but
we need, as we rely on him for the future, to do our bit. Someone
wrote, ‘Without God we cannot; without us, God will not.’ Are you
ready to play your important part in that future?
All being well, during your minister’s absence temporarily, for the
next few months, I want to do all I can to encourage you, so if I can
help you in any way, please let me know.
With every blessing,
Rev Dr Norman Maciver

GUILD

Our new Guild Session starts on Tuesday 27th
September, 7.30pm in the Church Hall, with our Service
of Dedication being held on the preceding Sunday - 25th
September. We look forward to welcoming members
“old” and new and, indeed, anyone who would like to
come along for a visit just to see what goes on. Our first meeting
takes the form of a Getting to Know You evening and there just
might be a little more than a biscuit with your cuppa! Perhaps all
those who already attend the Guild could try to bring a friend along
to our opening meeting – they may enjoy it! Syllabuses are
available from the Guild notice board in the hall - all members
should already have received one. As usual men are welcome at all
of our meetings so why not have a look at the syllabus and perhaps
come along to a meeting that is particularly of interest to you. We
would be delighted to welcome you.
We will again be having two lunchtime meetings in the winter
months as these continue to be well received.
Could I please ask you to make one correction to your syllabus – our
Christmas Celebration will actually be held on 6th December – NOT
the 13th.
As I write this I have just returned from a trip to Dundee where on
Saturday Chris, Mary, Heather and I attended the Guild Annual
Meeting . Once again this was a wonderfully uplifting day. It is truly
amazing to join thousands of other Guild members and to enjoy the
friendship and fellowship that abounds. We heard from a very
amusing Rev Dr Russell Barr, Moderator of the General Assembly
and we enjoyed (and joined in both singing and dancing – well some
danced!) very lively music from the Heart and Soul Swing Band.
Anyone who thinks the Guild is full of old fuddy duddies should have
been there!! We certainly did ‘Go in Joy!’
Our guest speaker was the delightful Sally Magnusson who spoke
movingly about her journey with her mother through dementia and
how her experience has lead her to set up a charity “Playlist for Life”
as she was so impressed personally by the effect that meaningful
music had on her mother's condition. Hopefully we will be able to
get a speaker from this charity along to one of our meetings next
session. Tickets for the Annual Meeting are limited but if you would
like to go next year please let me know.

On Sunday 25th October we hope to welcome our Guild Link
friends from Barnhill St Margarets Church in Broughty Ferry. We are
so pleased that our link is being maintained as it is always a
pleasure to meet up and we hope that as many members as
possible from both Guilds will join together on that day –
arrangements for lunch after the service have not been finalised yet
but watch this space!
Now we look forward to a successful and enjoyable Guild Session
2016 – 2017. The Guild Strategy for the next 2 years continues “Be
Bold Be Strong” and the theme for this year is “Go in Joy”- so lets
see how bold and strong and joyful we can be in His service.
See you all on 27th September.
Joyce Taylor, Secretary - 279976

HARVEST THANKSGIVINGS
CLUSTER GROUP
Kingswells is part of an Area Cluster Group of churches, our
partners being Craigiebuckler, Cults, Mannofield, Holburn West and
Peterculter.
Following the success of the Pentecost Celebration held at
Craigiebuckler Church in May, the Area Cluster Group has arranged
for another shared service, this
time to celebrate Harvest. A
Harvest Thanksgiving Service
will be held at Mannofield
Church on Sunday 2nd October
at 6pm, followed by a supper.
As the meal is being supplied by
a caterer there is a charge of
£10 per person. If you’d like to
Mannofield Church
come along, please sign up on
Harvest Worship at 6pm — free and
the sheet at church, or contact
open to all—no ckets required!
me
by
email
at
Harvest Supper follows the service
at 7pm, ckets £10 per person.
lorna@kingswellschurch.com
The joint services give us an
This is a joint venture by the cluster group of Craigiebuckler, Cults,
Holburn West, Kingswells, Mannoﬁeld and Peterculter Parish Churches
opportunity
to
share
in
nd
fellowship with church members
from different congregations,
foster friendships and develop
relationships
to
enable

Harvest
Worship &
Supper

Sunday 2
October 2016

collaboration in a range of worship and mission opportunities.
KINGSWELLS
Our own Harvest Thanksgiving service will be on Sunday 9th
October at 11am. Gifts of dried and tinned goods will be passed on
to Aberdeen Cyrenians to help with their work in supporting the
homeless in Aberdeen, and fruit, flowers and sweets will be
distributed to our elderly church members.

A PLACE OF LOVE AND HOPE
By Philip Samuel
Philip attends our Church regularly with his brother Thomas
and Mother and Father, Anna and Sam Philips. Here is his
story and a plea for help.
When I visited my grandparents, I was surprised one morning to see
a group of older boys and a bearded man smiling beneath the
Jackfruit tree in the back yard and talking to my Grandma. My
Grandma called me over and told me
they were from the ‘House of Love’
and they had come to collect
Jackfruits and coconuts for the
residents of the house. I tried to say a
few words of greeting in my limited
Malayalam. Though they giggled at
my faulty pronunciation, I was really
struck by their friendliness. The name
‘House of Love’ piqued my curiosity;
my Grandma explained that they were children from a nearby home
for destitute children.
My Dad had told me about the place and I enquired of the manager
if I could visit one day and learn more about the place. Nestled
among rubber plantations on a rolling hill, ‘House of Love’ was a
corn white coloured building. However, beneath this unassuming
facade were some extraordinary stories of escape from poverty,
destitution and abuse. The evening that I spent there really touched
my heart and opened my eyes.
Despite their past, most children were happy and spoke about their
current life with hope and smiling faces. Most were studying in

school and were actually doing their homework for the next day. The
home was set up by Thomas Varghese, a Christian evangelist. He
was touched by the lack of facilities within the social care system
within rural India to support such children.
When he travelled through the plantation and forests as part of his
work, he was struck by the stories of abandoned children. He set up
the home with his own savings and contributions of friends and
family. Over the last few years more than 40 children have been
given shelter at Snehapuram. The centre supports all their needs as
children and their education until they complete vocational or college
education. The oldest resident is 21. Arjin Vijay is studying to
become a priest to spread the word of God but has been burdened
with a critical stomach condition. This means too that the home has
to provide for his medication and his education. Being a home that
only depends on donations, this stretches Thomas Varghese to the
limits to provide.
Don't let these happy
innocent faces hide
the fact there is
sadness ingrained in
each of these kids.
When I first came
and visited I met a
boy crying on the
steps. He was crying
and begging for his
parents to come
back. Anther boy,
Jeevan, is a long time member of the house of love. His father
burned his mother and then killed himself all while little Jeevan
watched. Jeevan, with the help of his new family at the ‘House of
Love’ has recovered from this horrific incident. He has a new group
of friends and mentors whom he has found at the ‘House of Love’.
Why donate? In India, a child without parents is a death sentence.
With little or no care from the government and with poverty a
desensitised subject due vast numbers of poor, a child like Jeevan
or Arjin doesn’t have a decent shot at life. Please find it within your
hearts to donate a little to these helpless children. With a running
cost of 5 000 rupees a day, the ‘House of Love’ needs it.

BAPTISMS
On Sunday July 10th we were
delighted to welcome Alisa back to
church to celebrate the baptism of
Finley. Our Interim Moderator, Rev
Ewen Gilchrist led the worship, but
the sacrament of baptism was
undertaken by Alisa. The baptism
was very special and very moving
for all those taking part. It was
wonderful for Alisa that her mother
was able to be present for the event. We pray that God’s love will
hold him, and that he will bless Neal, Alisa and Archie so that Finley
will grow up in a secure and happy home.
On August 14th we were pleased to
celebrate the baptism of our
Session Clerk’s grandson James.
Many in the congregation will
remember James’ mother Alexis
from her time in Sunday School and
church before she moved away to
study and work. It was a pleasure
to welcome her back to Kingswells,
and we pray for God’s blessing on
the family.
FUND RAISING GROUP
The Fund Raising Group would like to thank everyone who
supported the Vintage Afternoon Tea in July. The halls looked
lovely, and it was a pleasure to enjoy our tea from some fine china,
instead of the mugs we have all grown used to. We were able to
provide a donation to Roxburgh House, who kindly loaned us the
china tea sets, as well as raising over £300 for church funds.
Remember to keep Friday 4th November free in your diaries for our
last event of the year, which is an evening of Scottish music, led by
Donald Grassie.
Lorna Graham

HOW OUR MEMBERS SERVE THE COMMUNITY
Many of our members are involved in charity and volunteer
work and over the next few publications of our Newsletter we
intend to highlight the contribution that some of our members
make to various organisations in Kingswells and Aberdeen and
focus on the impact they have in changing people’s lives. The
first is an article written by Joyce Taylor who is a Trustee and
Treasurer of the Grampian Child Bereavement Network.
Grampian Child Bereavement Network
Grampian Child Bereavement Network
(GCBN) is a small but developing charity
which aims to raise awareness and
understanding of the impact of bereavement
on children and young people and to assist
them to access appropriate bereavement
support. I'm sure that we are all very aware
that death is very much part of all our lives
and as such GCBN believes that bereavement is a normal part of
life. Every child and young person and their experience is unique
and their reaction to bereavement will also be unique, as will be their
support needs.
At GCBN we provide a Helpline service (both telephone and email),
offering advice, guidance and support to individual children and
young people and their families/carers. We have produced a range
of information leaflets and we provide a book gifting service. We
can also offer direct support where a volunteer responder will visit
the family to discuss their particular situation and offer advice. We
can provide training for professionals and are often called in to
speak to staff perhaps in schools after bereavement.
One of our most successful projects has been the establishment of
regular Activity Days that provide opportunities for youngsters to
come together, knowing that everyone else has also suffered a loss.
The youngsters can have fun together but are also provided with a
supportive place to consider feelings and find ways of keeping safe
memories of the special person they have lost. Through these
events we have also seen a strong support network develop
amongst the parents and carers.
I have been involved with GCBN since I moved to Kingswells six
years ago and have served in various capacities. I am currently a
Trustee and Treasurer (a steep learning curve for me!) and I help

out with administrative tasks in the office and attend Activity Days
and other events. When I arrived in Kingswells I was facing a blank
canvas within which to reshape my life and I was introduced to
GCBN by a friend and ex colleague. I thought (and continue to
believe) that this is a very worthwhile charity and felt drawn to be
involved. Indeed as with other experiences in my life, I do not think
that it was entirely coincidental that this opportunity presented itself
when I was in need of new ventures. For me volunteering is
definitely a two way street, with me getting as much if not more out
of it than those who contact the charity. It is a privilege to be invited
to share a family's painful times and to be involved as they struggle
to adapt and help each other to move on. Some of our original
children still attend our events and it is a delight to see them grow –
both physically and emotionally.
If you would like any further information about GCBN, please do not
hesitate to give me a call.
Joyce Taylor 01224279976

BOOK GROUP

At the next meeting of the book
group we will be discussing the

book ‘When Christ Comes’ by Max
Lucado. You don’t need to have

read the book if you would like to
join us and you would be very

welcome. Come and enjoy the company and some tea and biscuits!
If you are interested speak to Anne Rodger, 01224 743742.

BIBLE STUDY
We have changed the day of the Bible Study
group and we now meet on a Wednesday
morning at 9.30 in the halls. Our first meeting in
September is on the 21st when we will be
finishing off our series on the Parables. If you
would like to join us for a session to find out what
we do you would be very welcome. We are very friendly and you

would receive a warm welcome. If you would like to discuss Bible
Study Group speak to Anne Rodger or phone on 01224 743742.
CITY WIDE PRAYER GATHERINGS

‘For the City, For the People, For the Issues, For the World, For
Christ’
The next prayer gatherings will take place on: Friday 16th September in Woodside Parish Church, 7.30pm.
Friday 21st October in The Mission, St Machar Drive, 7.30pm.
Friday 18th November in Midstocket Church, Harcourt Road, 7.30pm

Everyone is welcome at these meetings where people from
churches of various denominations pray together for the city and for
the current worldwide situation.
Anne Rodger 01224 74742

PRAYER CHAIN
“You may ask me for anything in my name and I will do it.”
John14 v 14.
We are a small group within the church who BELIEVE in the
POWER of PRAYER.
Prayer is not just for the religious. Prayer takes
many
forms.
Prayer
can
take
place
anywhere. Prayer changes things. BELIEVE it’s
that simple! Call Barbara Bruce, 01224741558 or
leave your request, concern or need in the box at
the church door and we will initiate the Prayer
Chain and your concerns will be lifted to the Lord.
CHOIR NEWS
The Choir having enjoyed a well-earned summer break is
now about to commence practices for Christmas 'Nine
Lessons and Carols'. We start on Sunday 23rd October at
6.00pm in the Church. Anyone wishing to join us will be made most
welcome. Being able to read music is not a requirement - just a love
of singing along with a happy group.
Hugh and Elizabeth Melvin

PASTORAL CARE
The Harvest Thanksgiving Service is to be held on Sunday, 9
October 2016 at 11.00am. The church will be open on the Saturday
afternoon between 2pm and 4pm for members wishing to deposit
items for the Harvest Table, but items can still be taken along on the
Sunday morning. At the conclusion of the service we deliver items
from the table to our senior members with the remainder, in
particular dry goods, going to the Cyrenians. Past experience tells
us that we require quite a lot of flowers for our senior members,
either in the form of a pot plant or bunches.
I know it is a bit early to be thinking of Christmas but we have set a
date for the Carol Service and Afternoon Tea for our Senior
Members, which is Sunday 4th December, 2016 at 3pm. If you
normally attend this event please pop the date in your diary.
Invitations will be delivered nearer the time.
In many of the newsletters over the years I have made a plea for
more visitors as we like to keep the number of members each visitor
has to visit to no more than eight. Unfortunately, many of our visitors
are having to visit in excess of this number, therefore I am once
again making a plea for volunteers, in particular, to cover parts of
Kingswells and Westhill. You don’t need to be an Elder to visit, infact
of our thirty-one visitors, twenty are elders and eleven are members
of the congregation.
Finally, may I remind you that we provide transport to the weekly
church service for members who may not have transport or find it
difficult to walk to church. If you would like to make use of this
service please speak to your visitor or give me a call.
Ian Gordon, Pastoral Team Leader, 01224 743397

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Why should we give?
It’s easy to think that the “church” is always asking for money and
what do “they” need it for anyway?
We need to understand that we are making our offerings to God and
not the church so giving is more than just putting money in the plate.
All that we have or own comes from God so “giving” is an expression
of gratitude for all that God has provided; it’s living praise coming
from a heart of worship.
We should not overly burden ourselves with how our offerings are

used and once freely given our donations should be left to the
stewardship of the group responsible.
How much should I give?
In the Old Testament, Israelites, by law had to give one tenth of all
they made/earned (livestock, produce etc.) but the New Testament
simply says each should give “according to his income”.
‘Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.’ (2
Corinthians 9:7.)
It’s more important that we seek God and not be burdened by how
much and when to give. When we truly recognise all that Jesus has
done for us, we will want to offer of ourselves freely from a heart of
gratitude.
In Mark 12: 41 we find Jesus watching people in the temple giving
their offerings. Some rich people throw in large amounts of money
but one poor widow put in two very small coins. Jesus tells his
disciples that the widow has given more than all the others. They
gave out of wealth but she gave all she had to live on. The offering
is not valued by the amount given but in the spirit we give it in.
‘Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.’ Luke 6:38.
Giving regularly and faithfully honors the Lord and allows His work to
go forward.
Yours sincerely
Barbara Bruce
Withdrawal of bus services by First Aberdeen
It has recently been reported that First Aberdeen are proposing to
withdraw ALL their services from Kingswells with effect from the end
of 2016.
This will have a dramatic effect on the community in that the only
remaining services will all run only from the Park and Ride. It is
therefore vital that as a community we take whatever steps are
available to us to avoid this happening.
Local councillors are already making representations but individual
representations will count as much if not even more.

Contact details for the relevant bodies are as follows:
Ms Joan Aitken, Scottish Transport Commissioner, The Stamp
Office, 10 Waterloo Place, Edinburgh, EH1 3EG
Email:- Joan.Aitken@otc.gsi.gov.uk
Ms Angela Scott, Chief Executive, Aberdeen City Council, Town
House, Aberdeen. AB10 1FY
Email: chiefexecutive@aberdeencitv.qov.uk
Mr Tim O'Toole, Chief Executive, First Group, 395 King Street,
Aberdeen. AB24 5RP
Email:- Tim.O'Toole@firstgroup.com
With less than 4 months to go it is vital that we act as soon as
possible.
Yours sincerely,
Jim Henderson
MONEY MATTERS
The financial report for the first eight months of the year makes less
welcome reading than that for the five-month period to the end of
May.
Immediately below is a summary of the General Fund
Item

Congregational
Income
Other
Total income
Expenditure
Surplus

Last year
to 31
August

This year
to 31
August

Change
minus =
bad

This full
year
budget

37,697

34,826

-2,871

56,100

This year
as
% age of
full year
budget
62%

7,108
44,805
37,325
7,480

5,375
40,201
37,219
2,982

-1,733
-4,604
106
-4,498

7,400
63,500
57,170
6,330

73%
63%
65%
47%

All the sub headings in our General Fund are running at below the
level of last year and both our total income and our total expenditure
are running at a lesser percentage of the budget than the 67%

which we might expect being two thirds of the way through the year.
This is particularly true of congregational income. As I have said
many times before this is the one area of the budget over which we,
as a congregation have most potential influence.
Most of the expenditure headings are largely outwith our control but
thankfully several of them are likely to be modestly underspent by
the end of the year.
Should this trend continue there must be doubt as to whether we
shall achieve our general fund surplus target of £6,330.
Looking at the overall fund balances
Opening

Increase

Closing

Balance

(Decrease)

Balance

Special Fund

16

930

946

Picture Fund

122

163

285

Sub Total
Restricted Funds

138

1,093

1,231

Fabric Fund

25,936

(9,758)

16,178

General Fund

22,941

2,982

25,923

Total Funds

49,015

(5,683)

43,332

It is evident that the drain on our funds is the upkeep of the buildings
– manse, church and halls but this is the way the Church of Scotland
does things – some may argue that this is the wrong emphasis but
be that as it may – the buildings are the focal point of worship where
we gather each Sunday to praise God and to enjoy fellowship one
with another. It was the way it was done by our predecessors and
for the time being at least we follow that tradition.
At present the congregational income is heavily dependent on the
giving of less than a quarter of the members on the membership roll.
Surely it behoves each and every one of us – not just those few - to
give willingly and regularly according to our individual means,
thereby ensuring the continuation of the church as both a spiritual
and a physical presence here in Kingswells.
Jim Henderson, Treasurer

BUILDINGS FABRIC AND MAINTENANCE
I'm pleased to report that all the waterproofing work to the north
gable wall interior has now been completed, with the waterproof
membrane installed, and the plasterboard replaced. This should now
finally fix what has been an ongoing issue for some years. It was
found that some of the recent repointing work carried out on the
exterior of this wall was not adhering properly to the stonework, and
so this will be removed and reapplied in the next few weeks. Now
that the interior wall repairs are complete, we now plan to go ahead
and redecorate the interior of the church; this will be completed
before the end of the year.
We have recently upgraded the sound system in the halls with the
addition of two further speakers and replacing the old ones, a new
amplifier has been installed too, to drive the system. This now
greatly enhances the sound quality in all areas of the halls and will
be particularly useful when the church service is required to be
relayed into the hall.
We have also decided to replace the central heating boiler for the
Church Halls in the kitchen: this too will be done before the yearend.
As always I am hugely grateful for all those who help out with the
ongoing maintenance of the church and manse
Mike Reid
Some pictures of the Walking Group at Balmoral and the Victoria Tea with
thanks to all who
helped!

